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G1

LEADERS’ GUIDE FOR “A CANDLE IN THE DARK”

FIRST PLAN - This is a study of 5 sessions (more if necessary).

a. Every session lasts 50 minutes or more for watching the video, explaining it, and
discussing the applications from it.

b. During the first session distribute a copy of the study guide to every person that is
watching the video.  Explain the plan and the process.  (Use the short version of the
Guide for students).

c. First session: Show the 97-minute video (or divide the showing into two sessions).

d. The leader can begin each session showing a quarter of the video (the 97 minute
version) and use the notes prepared for each part I, II III and IV and afterwards explain,
discuss and apply each session.

Here follows a description of the final scene of each of the quarters of the video:

Part I (25 minutes): Shows the family eating together.  The lack of food causes Dorothy and
her sister to get annoyed and leave the room.

Part II (24 minutes). Shows Dorothy in the bedroom grieving for the loss of her son.  Carey
comforts her and reminds her of India’s great needs.

Part III (25 minutes): Carey’s first baptism in India.  The baptised man’s friend shows
interest in knowing more.

Part IV (23 minutes): Continues until the end with the closing credits.

After watching each part of the video there follows:
q An explication using the Leaders’ Guide
q A discussion using the questions
q Application

SECOND PLAN - Add two more sessions in order to study The Serampore Compact

a. Use the first plan
b. For sessions 6 and 7 study The Serampore Compact of 1805 which was written by

Carey and his colabourers, Marshman and Ward, (there’s no video with this part).
The Serampore Compact was their rulebook.  There are copies of this document
in the manual, with study questions.

THIRD PLAN - Add further sessions in order to discuss Mangalwadi’s book.

Note: In seminaries with longer classes, natural adjustments can be made which may result in
less sessions, according to the leader’s preference.  [Supplemental material available for use with
Viewer’s Guide in seminaries, Bible institutes and Missionary training schools, as well as in
churches.]



“CANDLE IN THE DARK”

INTRODUCTION

WHO WAS WILLIAM CAREY?
WHY WAS HE CALLED THE “FATHER OF MODERN MISSIONS.”

Did you know that in the railway station in Serampore, India (near Calcutta) there are two
statues - one of Mahatma Ghandi, the other of William Carey?  In West Bengali Carey is
called “Father of the Bengali Renaissance” and “Friend of India.”  Carey and two co-
workers founded 26 churches, 126 rural schools for children and Serampore College for
training ministers and educating Indians.

In 1801 Carey printed the first Bengali Bible.  He also translated the Bible (or portions)
into more than 35 languages and dialects and was instrumental in helping abolish the age-
old custom of sati – burning widows alive on their husband’s funeral pyre.

This video is based on the actual life and ministry of William Carey in India.  He had
many struggles and discouragements, yet his Indian biographer noted, “Carey was more
interested in the lordship of Christ than he was concerned about his own hardships.”

Though he saw some success in his early years, the ministry fully flourished when
fellow-workers arrived and they worked as a team.  The story beautifully illustrates how
God uses imperfect people to do His work.  Carey’s motto was, “Expect great things
from God and attempt great things for God!”

___________________________________________

The Video is divided into 4 parts:

1. The Task
2. The Team
3. The Trials
4. The Triumph
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PART 1: THE TASK

It may be difficult for us to imagine today, but just a little over two hundred years ago
missions were not a vital part of the life of Protestant churches.  Protestants had been pre-
occupied with theological matters and had given little thought to taking the message of
Christ to the yet untold millions.

For Carey the issue was clear.  We cannot enjoy the benefits of the Gospel without
assuming its responsibilities.  The commission of Jesus to the apostles to take the Gospel
to the entire world was binding on ALL generations.  In 1792 Carey urged his fellow
pastors to take up the challenge, but many of them were indifferent.  He was not deterred,
but persisted.  God worked, and the Baptist Missionary Society was formed.  On 13th

June 1793 Carey and his family sailed for India.

Carey’s messages were filled with imperatives from the Word.  Among these were:
“Listen to Me…”(Isaiah 51:1,4); “Awake…”(51:9);  “Stand up…” (51:17); “Rise up…”
(52:2); “Sing…” (54:1);  “Come…” (55:1).

FOR DISCUSSION: Read Isaiah 45:2,3 and Isaiah 54:2,3

1. What does God’s Word teach about every Christian’s responsibility to take the
Gospel to the whole world?  (Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8).  Is this command
optional?

2. What made Carey an unlikely candidate for becoming “The Father of Modern
Missions”?  Discuss what qualities are found in a “likely candidate.”

3. Carey was SURE of a calling from God.  Does every Christian have a calling?
Why? What do you think are several basic elements in determining God’s “call”?

4. What is the role of the church in confirming the calling of an individual?

5. How might an apparent conflict between “the calling of God” and other
responsibilities (such as family, business, etc.) be resolved?  Dr. Ramesh Richard:
“The bond of marriage cannot be broken, but the call of God cannot be avoided
and the bond of marriage comes underneath the call of God.”  Talk about this
delicate situation.  When the missionary call is considered today, both the
husband and wife must receive a clear call of God.  Discuss these ideas.  (1 Peter
3:6)

ADDITIONAL WORK

1. In the Apostle Paul’s conversion in Acts 22:1-10, what dynamic decision is clear
in verse 10?

2. Discuss Carey’s understanding of what it meant to let Christ be Lord of his life.
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PART 2: THE TRIALS

There were no exuberant missionary letters home to the support base in England telling
of the multitudes coming to the Lord in the early years.  Instead for the Careys there was
one discouragement after another.  One veteran missionary woman after seeing the film
said that with his miserable marriage situation, today they would have been recalled
home from the field, if indeed they would have been allowed to go in the first place.

What was going on?  Here’s a man seeking to be obedient to God’s calling but all his
efforts seemed fruitless.  At the same time the cost he was imposing on his loved one
could only increase his own self doubts.

Carey had an unshakeable belief in God’s goodness and providence.  But what was he to
make of all that was happening to him and his family?  Most of us would have given up
and gone home.  What kept him there?  Was it stubbornness of faith?  His letters and
journal reflect a yo-yo existence.  He was beaten down in discouragement.  He would
refresh himself in God.  The seemingly senseless and interminable trials, he considered,
would be used by God to provide a foundation for a good work.  He could not deny his
calling.  It came down to a simple matter of obedience to God.  He was an ambassador
sent to bring the Word to India.  That alone could drive the superstition and darkness that
possessed his adopted homeland.  He had seen too much to turn back now.  Women
sacrificed their firstborns in the Ganges to appease the gods.  Men impaled themselves on
hooks.  Widows were burned alive on their deceased husband’s funeral pyres.  He could
not turn his back when he knew there was a Word from God that could free their souls.

For Discussion:  Read James 1:2-3

1. How can we speak meaningfully of the sufferings endured by the servants of Christ in
the light of God’s Word?

2. How can James speak of trials as something in which to rejoice?
3. Read 2 Cor. 11:23-29.  What were the sufferings of Paul?  How many were physical,

spiritual and interpersonal?  Were they avoidable?
4. What were some of the many trials faced by the Carey family?
5. What shaping influence did they have on Carey?
6. Also he suffered severe doubts and bouts of depression.  What sustained him and

gave him courage to go on?
7. Dr. Richard states: “Carey was more interested in the Lordship of Christ than in his

hardships.”  Also from Carey’s viewpoint “if the cause of Jesus Christ is important,
then the costs are irrelevant.”  How do you respond to these comments?

8. To what degree should we look for signs of success as confirming God’s calling and
as an indication of God’s blessing?  What is success?   What are the yardsticks for
success for the servant of God?  How does this differ from the usual secular
standards?  What does God require of you?

9.   What can we learn from the Careys’ marriage?
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PART 3: THE TEAM

Carey’s original partner and colleague Dr. Thomas proved to be unreliable and
irresponsible.  Carey had to survive on his own in a strange land for the first years.  When
reinforcements arrived from England, circumstances dictated that the Carey family be
relocated once again to find protection from the East India Company in the Danish
settlement of Serampore.  They organized their life around a covenant of mutual
commitment and submission.

The names of Marshman and Ward are little known now whereas Carey has become a
legend.  But his exploits can be understood only in the context of the synergy of that
small band that lived and ate together, shared their resources, recognised their mutual
gifts and submitted their individual aspirations to the ministry of the team.  They met
every week to air and resolve any disputes,

They lived out the New Testament image of the church as an interrelated body with the
various members functioning in concert and together becoming far greater than the sum
of their parts.

FOR DISCUSSION: Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-16; 3:5-9; 12:4-13

1. The book of 1 Corinthians was written to address problems in the young church in
that notorious Greek seaport city.  Division among the believers was one of the crisis
issues Paul spoke to.  Reflect upon the above passages to discuss what Paul teaches
about teamwork, interdependence, mutual respect, and oneness in the body of Christ.

2. What did the arrival of new recruits mean for Carey?  What specific differences did
you notice in him after they came?

3.  Do you think we would have ever heard of William Carey if he had not found a
mutually supportive community of faith and outreach?

4.  Was their experience unique to their time and place, or does it help teach us about how
to carry on ministry and missions in any age?

5. Carey invited Krishna to share a meal with the believers.  What did this mean
culturally?  What was the significance of the baptism of Krishna Pal?

6.   What ministry opportunities did Hannah create for the team?

ADDITIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Consider some of the living options that may be available for a missionary family.
E.g. To choose communal living in one location as Carey and his co-workers did
or for each family to live in a different area.  Can you think of other possibilities?

2. Carey was correct:  Transparency and settling differences immediately demands
top priority.  Examine 1 John 1:7,1 Peter 1:22 and Hebrews 3:13 very carefully.
Currently, do you have a plan for maintaining integrity and transparency with
other Christians?  How do you remain as ‘one’?
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PART 4: THE TRIUMPH

In using the word ‘triumph’ for this section, we do not wish for a moment to convey the
idea of ‘triumphalism.’  Devastating setbacks afflicted the Serampore community right up
through their golden years.  Yet the fruits were undeniable.  The blessing they brought to
Bengal is remembered and revered by the Indian people to this day.

But the benefits of their work reached far beyond their immediate mission, inspiring other
Christians and denominations, shaping the future of evangelical missions and leaving a
missionary vision for the world from which the church has not retreated.  Carey had
travelled half way around the world to settle in India.  For the last thirty years of his life
he never travelled more than twenty miles from his home base, but from there he left a
legacy for the world that most of the great statesmen of all history might envy.

FOR DISCUSSION: Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

Paul speaks of God who “always leads us in triumph.”  A brief look at his ministry as
recorded in the book of Acts and in his epistles gives us pause to ask what Paul meant by
triumph.  No one can suspect his life of being an easy ride to victory.  Nevertheless Paul
could rejoice that the Gospel prospered, even as he faced one test after another.  Similarly
for Carey, his trials never really ceased, not even during the brightest days of the
Serampore mission.

1. What principles of cooperation and joint effort do we see exhibited by Carey and
Ramohan Roy?

2. What do you make of the fact that Carey saw great value in Indian culture and
literature (that which was not in conflict with the Scriptures) that he felt should be
recaptured and used effectively?

3. How do we reply to the frequent criticism that Christianity comes in as a foreign
element and does damage to the native culture?

4. Should Carey have interfered in the religious customs of sati?  Why or why not?

5. How did Carey change and grow over the years in understanding:
a.) his own gifts and calling
b.) why he was called to go to India
c.) how the long-term interests of the Gospel might best be served?

6. Can you imagine what strategies Carey might urge if he were alive today?
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REGARDING THE DIFFICULT MARRIAGE OF THE CAREYS

The film honestly and forthrightly treats the very trying and tragic marriage of William
and Dorothy Carey based on careful research of the historical records about their
relationship.  This is an element of the film that many found difficult and several leaders
have asked if we might supply some comments that might be of help in putting this
matter in perspective.

First it must be said that we felt it imperative to include this dimension if we were to
provide an authentic film about their lives.  As seen in the film, Dorothy was opposed to
her family going to India.  She herself had received no such call to be a missionary as
Carey had.  She was, as someone has called her, a reluctant missionary.  She only
relented when her sister Kitty agreed to come along to provide companionship and help.
The family had to board the ship within twenty-four hours – too short a time to pack, let
alone prepare her for the hardships ahead.  Unknown to her, the family arrived in
Calcutta without proper documents.  Once on the field, the rigours of life in a different
culture, the persistent poverty in which the Careys lived, child raising in an unfamiliar
environment, chronic dysentery, the death of their son Peter, and other factors all
combined to accelerate Dorothy’s decline into depression and mental illness and her
eventual death.

There is no simple explanation that can satisfy.  We can affirm from Carey’s journals and
correspondence that he was deeply distressed over the afflictions of his wife and did all
he knew to strengthen and comfort her.  While neither William nor Dorothy had any
formal education it was obvious that Carey’s natural gifts enabled him to learn quickly
and advance to high levels of scholarship, whereas the evidence suggests that Dorothy
never learned to read or write.  That may only have aggravated the distress Dorothy felt.
Some have observed that Dorothy was discontented with their situation in England before
they left for India and may not have found contentment in any circumstance, at least not
married to one committed to a life of Christian ministry.

There are no simple answers.  All we can point to is the fact that Carey conscientiously
agonized over his wife’s distress and tried to do all he could to be supportive.  He refused
the option to have her “put away” and cared for her till the end of her life.  But he also
did not take her and the family back to England as she would have preferred.  He was
caught in the bind of being genuinely concerned for the welfare of his family and being
firmly convinced that he had been called and sent to India and that God would provide
for his family needs there.

All that Carey was able to accomplished was possible only if he could leave the domestic
work to his wife and to those who lovingly helped her.  Dorothy Carey paid a high price,
and yet her legacy extends also to their sons.  Three of them were missionaries and the
other was supportive of Carey’s ministry.  Even though she did not have such a good
experience in India and yet we remember her and all those who, in generations
succeeding, have followed the example of those who, as Jesus said, have left all behind to
follow Him.
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A CANDLE IN THE DARK

INTRODUCTION

WHO WAS WILLIAM CAREY?
WHY WAS HE CALLED “THE FATHER OF MODERN MISSIONS”?

Did you know that in the railway station in Serampore, India (near Calcutta) there are two statues
- one of Mahatma Ghandi, the other of William Carey?  In West Bengali Carey is called “Father
of the Bengali Renaissance” and “Friend of India”.  Carey and two co-workers founded 26
churches, 126 rural schools for children and the Serampore College for training ministers and
educating Indians.

In 1801 Carey printed the first Bengali Bible.  He also translated and personally supervised the
translation of the Bible (or portions) into more than 35 languages and dialects and was
instrumental in helping abolish the age-old custom of sati – burning widows alive on their
husband’s funeral pyre.

This video is based on the actual life and ministry of William Carey in India.  He had many
struggles and discouragements, yet his Indian biographer noted, “Carey was more interested in
the lordship of Christ than he was concerned about his own hardships.”    Though he saw some
success in his early years, the ministry fully flourished when fellow-workers arrived and they
worked as a team.  The story beautifully illustrates how God uses imperfect people to do His
work.  Carey’s motto was, “Expect great things from God and attempt great things for God”

PART 1: THE TASK

•§ A Passionate Calling •§ A Perilous Journey               •§ A Rough Start

Carey’s Early Years

Dr. Timothy George said, “ We remember Carey today as the Father of Modern Missions, and
yet Carey was a most unlikely candidate for this distinction.”  William Carey was born on 17th
August, 1761 in the obscure village of Paulerspury in the country of Northamptonshire, in the
Midland region of England.  Paulerspury was a village of 800 people surrounded by forests and
fields, and also had a parish church.  Carey was the eldest of five children born to Edmund and
Elisabeth Carey.  His father was a weaver, later a schoolmaster, and parish clerk.  Even though
the family was very poor, William’s father planted in him the seeds of learning.  His father had a
special interest in the education of women who were not usually literate at that time.  He was a
man of considerable initiative and an excellent model for his son.

At the age of twelve Carey had to stop studying at school so he could begin to earn a living.  At
first he was an agricultural labourer but his sensitive skin prevented him from continuing and he
learned shoemaking.  He trusted Christ as his Saviour at the age of 16 through the testimony of
his fellow apprentice, John Warr.  Later, while he was making shoes, he composed sermons and



M2

gleaned information from reading about Captain James Cook’s voyages to Australia and the
South Seas.  At this time he made a map of the world listing all the countries and included
population, religion, and other facts.  These facts made a daily impact on him and gave him a
broken and tender heart.  Dr. Timothy George said, “…in his heart there began to burn a vision
for the world, the wide, wide world, far beyond the bounds of his tiny village in England.
Somebody once said that William Carey felt the word ‘world’.”   Carey didn’t just think about it,
nor did he only imagine it, but rather it became part of him.  He began asking, “Where do I fit
into the picture?”  “He studied about the Moravians, the missionaries who had carried the
Gospel to Greenland and to the West Indies, and there was born in his soul the passionate desire
that he, too, should encourage others to carry out this mission.”

His marriage

On 10th June 1781 he was married to Dorothy (Dotty) Plackett.  He was not quite 20, and she
was five years his senior.  Because she was illiterate, she marked the marriage license with an
“x”.

To make ends meet, William opened a night school for village children in his thatched roof
cottage.  Also he travelled the dirt roads and byways of Northamptonshire filling orders for
shoes, eking out a living as best he could.  His thirst for knowledge was insatiable and led him to
learn Greek and Hebrew as well as Latin.

His maturing as a pastor and his writing of the “Enquiry” pamphlet

His spiritual life was deepened through pastoring two churches.  This even involved the anxiety
of dealing with church disciplinary problems in one church.  As pastor he had the joy of
baptizing his wife, but also the profound sorrow of burying his own little Lucy (his second
daughter) before her second birthday.  His oldest daughter, Ann, also died at the age of two.

His Baptist church in Leicester set aside days for fasting and prayer.  This resulted in new
growth, and Carey sought out the unsaved in neighbouring towns more zealously with regular
preaching missions.  He bared his heart to his father, “The thought of a fellow creature perishing
forever should arouse all of our activity and engage all of our powers…. The matter is
desperate… Let us work with indefatigable energy till we can’t find a soul that’s destitute of
Christ in all the world.”

It may be difficult for us to imagine today, but just a little over two hundred years ago missions
were not a vital part of the life of Protestant churches.  Protestants had been pre-occupied with
theological matters and had given little thought to taking the message of Christ to the yet untold
millions.

For Carey the issue was clear.  We cannot enjoy the benefits of the Gospel without assuming its
responsibilities.  The commission of Jesus to the apostles to take the Gospel to the entire world
was binding on ALL generations.  Carey tried to persuade some of his fellow ministers of the
importance of this work, but they laughed at him and put him down.  The Great Commission,
they believed, had been given by Jesus for the apostles and the Early Church.  It was no longer
relevant for them today.  On one occasion William Carey stood up and requested that a special
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study be taken for carrying the gospel into all the world.  The presiding minister said, “Sit down,
young man.  When God wants to convert the heathen, He will do it without your help, or mine.”
But William Carey would not give up.

Enquiry Published

Dr. Timothy George commented: “William Carey himself expressed his ideas in a book, a little
book which became the manifesto of the modern missionary movement.  It has a rather long title.
Published in 1792 in the city of Leicester, where he was serving as a pastor, it was called ‘An
Enquiry into the Obligation of Christians to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens, in
which the Religious State of the Different Nations of the World, the Success of Former
Undertakings, and the Practicability of Further Undertakings are Considered’ by William
Carey.  This little book was an amazing compression of his own thoughts and research.  In many
ways, William Carey invented the modern study of missions as he surveyed the world, the
various populations and religious groupings and even the climates of the different places in the
world, and set forth a vision for the Christians of his day.”

Following the introduction, he forcefully presents this case based on careful research and argues
from deep spiritual convictions in five sections:

1.  The meaning of the Great Commission – Matthew 28:19 & 20 and Acts 1:8

2. Historical precedents, as the Gospel dynamically spread from Jerusalem to parts of the
Roman Empire, parts of Asia, Europe, Greenland, and the West Indies, Java and the Cape of
Good Hope in Africa—from the 1st century to Carey’s day.

3. A survey of the world- Europe, Asia, Africa and America.  He included populations,
religions, geography (data collected over ten years).  His survey was a forerunner for the
World Christian Encyclopedia and Operation World.

4. Obstacles to missions – barbarism of the uncivilized peoples, dangers to the missionary,
difficulty of gaining support and learning new language.

5. The Christian’s duty to promote the cause of missions.

Carey’s final appeal to the Northamptonshire Baptist ministers was threefold:

a)  The call to prayer, and theological renewal.
b)  The need for a plan.  “A company of serious Christians” is needed to spearhead the
effort.
c)  The missionary venture requires i) Prayers, ii) Planners,  iii) Givers.

Every Christian has something to offer.
d)  The call to GO.

Carey’s vision grew during the ten years he continued research before writing the “Enquiry”.
His messages were filled with imperatives from the Word.  Among these were: “Listen to
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Me…!”(Isaiah 51:1,4); “Awake…!”(51:9);  “Stand up…!” (51:17); “Rise up…!” (52:2);
“Sing…!” (54:1);  “Come…!” (55:1).

Baptist Ministers Respond to Carey’s Message

In June 1792 Carey preached his triumphant sermon to the ministerial association at Nottingham
– “Except great thing from God.  Attempt great things for God.” from Isaiah 54: 2-3.  Earlier the
ministers had received his Enquiry.  Now he pleaded for action.  Reluctantly the
Northamptonshire Baptist Association adopted a resolution: “That a plan be prepared for next
meeting to form a Baptist Society for propagating the Gospel among the heathen.”

Finally, in October, the Rev. Andrew Fuller, a very dear friend of Carey, hosted the ministers’
meeting.  Fourteen men (12 pastors, one layman and one ministerial student) came to pray and
ponder the next step.  Most were young pastors, serving in tiny hamlets and far from centres of
influence and power.  Only one was a man of any means.  What could such a motley group do?
At this moment of indecision Carey read from the latest issue of the “Periodical Account of the
Moravian Missions”, how they were winning Negro slaves to Christ in the West Indies, building
on David Brainerd’s work among the North American Indians and sending out new recruits to
Africa and the Far East.  Then Mr. Carey asked the question: “Can’t the Baptists carry the
Gospel somewhere into the heathen world?”

Again Carey brought his reluctant comrades to a decision- to form a Baptist Missionary Society.
That night the group pledged 13 pounds, 2 shillings and six pence.  Yes, a small amount, yet the
first fruits of a great harvest were to come.  That was a great missionary call, and a Society was
formed for the propagation of the gospel among all the peoples of the world.

Well, who would go?  William Carey said to his friends in England, “I will go down into the
mine if you will hold the ropes.”

New Beginnings

At the third meeting of the new Society they discussed: a) missionary qualifications, b) suitable
candidates,  c) possible openings for missions work.  Carey had recently received a letter from
Dr. John Thomas who had served in India, reaching out to the Bengali people.

Previously, Carey had thought of Tahiti for a new missionary initiative as Cook’s South Seas’
stories tugged at his heart.  But now Thomas was in London seeking to establish a fund for a
mission to Bengal.  Further, Thomas was seeking a missionary companion to join him on his
return voyage.  Carey and Thomas sensed a real unity in partnering together.

Carey’s mission leaders agreed, but Carey’s wife Dorothy, strenuously resisted his missionary
intentions.  She had borne six children, two of whom had died, and they had lived on the edge of
poverty.  She was determined NOT to be uprooted and travel to a strange land.  However, Carey
was prepared to leave without her, taking only his 8 year old son Felix, with the intention of
returning sometime later to take her and the rest of the children.  But he couldn’t go in the first
ship because he did not have the necessary documents and, during the wait for the another ship,
Dr. Thomas persuaded Dorothy to go, taking along her newborn son (six weeks old), with the
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family.  This decision only came after her younger sister, Catherine (Kitty) agreed to go along
and assist Dotty with the family and household duties.  Finally, after many difficulties and
miracles of God’s grace, the Carey family and Dr. Thomas sailed on a Danish ship for Calcutta
on June 13, 1793.  It was the beginning of a new epoch in the history of the world Christian
movement.

New Beginnings in Calcutta

The five months’ ocean voyage was rough and rugged.  The sisters were sick most of the time,
but Carey began to learn the Bengali language because already God had planted within his heart
the vision of translating the Scriptures into the language of the people of India.  He went to India
without the official approval of the East India Company.  This was a great monopoly which
controlled access into India, and they forbade missionaries to enter the country for fear that their
business practices would be disrupted.  Now, having arrived in Calcutta, he entered the country
as an illegal alien.  Mr. Carey faced several grave disappointments.  His trusted partner, Dr.
Thomas, had failed to prepare proper immigration documents and had grossly underestimated
living costs.  Thomas expected to gain a nice profit from selling British merchandise, but was
sadly disappointed and embarrassed.  Carey was stunned by the depletion of his funds due to
Thomas’ poor judgment, yet he continued to declare, “We are here as ambassadors for Christ!”

Dr. Ramesh Richard commented:  “The issue of a family following a man who’s called of God
is a very critical issue for everybody in ministry and is not only for the missionary.  Actually, it’s
an issue for anybody in any area of life, arena of life.  A man is called to be a politician.  Should
his wife and children be called to politics?  A man is called to be a businessman or a lawyer.
Should his wife and children be called to be in the business and in the profession?  So it’s a
larger question of life itself.  The way I normally address that issue is the need to distinguish
between passions and dimensions of life.  Carey’s passion, as well as the Moravian passion:
Count von Zinzendorf said, “I have one passion.  It is He, it is He, it is He alone.”  And any time
that we take that singular passion for Jesus Christ and replace that passion with an alternate
dimension where I make my family my passion, my wife my passion, my profession my passion,
immediately we fall into a sense of idolatry, and I think there will be ongoing tension throughout
life.

The question of should the wife and family be called to the husband’s ministry: it would be great
if they are called but we are aware of situations as early as Abraham.  I don’t know if Sarah was
called to leave Ur of the Caldees but Peter makes a very, very important statement that Abraham
was called of God and Sarah, because she was called to the marriage, was willing to follow
Abraham and I think that was what happened in Carey’s case.

And the costs of that kind of a commitment: the bond of marriage cannot be broken and I don’t
believe Carey ever wanted to break that and he did not.  When his wife was seriously ill he said
he could not put her away.  The bond of marriage cannot be broken, but the call of God cannot
be avoided and the bond of marriage comes underneath the call of God.  That is why at the
very beginning I said Carey’s vision simply captivated him and he came up with the strategies
and capacity coming out of that vision and coming out of that mission.”
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Chronology of Events in William Carey’s Life

1761 – Born on 17th August at Paulerspury, Northamptonshire, England

1775 – Becomes an apprentice shoemaker

1781 – Marries Dorothy “Dotty” Plackett

1782 – Begins serving as a pastor, preaching every other week

1785 – Begins full-time ministry at the Baptist Church in Moulton on a trial basis

1787 – Ordained and baptizes his wife, Dorothy

1789 – Assumes pastorate in Leicester

1792 – “An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians to use Means for the conversion of the
 Heathen” is published; helps to found the Baptist Missionary Society

1793 – William Carey leaves England on June 13, 1793 with his family at age 32 and sails for
India.  He never returns but spends his remaining 41 years taking God’s Message to the
Indians.

1793 – 11th November, 1793 the Carey family arrives in Calcutta.

1797 – Completes a draft of the Bengali New Testament.

1800 – Moves to Serampore by invitation of the Danish.  There they establish a mission and a
printing press; Krishna Chandra Pal, first Indian convert, is baptized.

1801 – First Bengali New Testament printed by Serampore Press; Carey is appointed teacher at
Fort William College in Calcutta.

1807 – Dorothy dies.

1808 – Marries Lady  Charlotte Rumohr.

1812 – Fire in mission warehouse destroys Carey’s polyglot dictionary, two grammar books and
versions of the Bible.

1813 – Carey’s missionary work in India results in the passing of ‘The India Act’ by the British
parliament, led by the renowned evangelical politician William Wilberforce.  This
opened the doors of India and other parts of the British Empire to missionaries.

1819 –Founding of Serampore College.  Opened with 37 Indian students; Publication of Sanskrit
Bible.

1821 – Death of Lady Charlotte.

1823 – Marries again, to Grace Hughes.

1834 – Death of William Carey on June 9th at 72 years of age.  These words are inscribed on the
tombstone of William Carey in Serampore:  “A wretch, poor and helpless worm on Thy
kind arms I fall.”
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PART 1: THE TASK
FOR DISCUSSION

Read Isaiah 45:2,3 and Isaiah 54:2,3

“I will go before you and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of bronze and cut
through bars of iron.  I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so
that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.”

“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; lengthen your
cords, strengthen your stakes.  For you will spread out to the right and to the left; your
descendants will dispossess nations and settle in their desolate cities.”

These verses are promises that Carey applied to his life.  He based the sermon he preached in
Nottingham at the Baptists Ministers’ Association on these verses where he said these words,
“Expect great things from God.  Attempt great things for God.”  The ministers had already
received his book “Enquiry”.  At the same time he exhorted them to act.  Reluctantly the
Association adopted a resolution: That a plan be prepared for the next meeting to form a Baptist
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel to the Heathen”.

1. What does God’s Word teach about every Christian’s responsibility to take the Gospel to
the whole world?  (Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8).  Is this command optional?

2. What made Carey an unlikely candidate for becoming “The Father of Modern Missions”?
Discuss what qualities are found in a “likely candidate.”

3. Carey was SURE of a calling from God.  Does every Christian have a calling?  Why?
What do you think are several basic elements in determining God’s “call”?

4. What is the role of the church in confirming the calling of an individual?

5. How might an apparent conflict between “the calling of God” and other responsibilities
(such as family, business, etc.) be resolved?  Dr. Ramesh Richard: “The bond of marriage
cannot be broken, but the call of God cannot be avoided and the bond of marriage comes
underneath the call of God.”  Talk about this delicate situation.  When the missionary call
is considered today, both the husband and wife must receive a clear call of God.  Discuss
these ideas.  (1 Peter 3:6)

ADDITIONAL HOMEWORK

1. In the Apostle Paul’s conversion in Acts 22:1-10, what dynamic decision is clear in verse
10?

2. Discuss Carey’s understanding of what it meant to let Christ be Lord of his life.
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PART 2: THE TRIALS

<> An Awful Discovery    <> A Horrendous Price   <> Confronting the Doubts

The Trials

In Carey’s day it sometimes took several months for a letter to get from England to India.  In the
first years there were no exuberant missionary letters home to the support base in England telling
of the multitudes coming to the Lord.  Instead for the Careys there was one discouragement after
another.  One veteran missionary woman, after seeing the film, said that today, with his
miserable marriage situation, they would have been recalled home from the field, if indeed they
would have been allowed to go in the first place.

What was going on?  Here was a man seeking to be obedient to God’s calling but all his efforts
seemed fruitless.  At the same time the cost he was imposing on his loved ones could only
increase his own self doubts.  And then there was the difficulty of Carey’s own ministry, the lack
of visible results and immediate success in his preaching and working with the Hindu and
Muslim peoples.  At one time he wrote the following words in his diary: “I feel as a farmer does
about his crops.  Sometimes I think the seed is springing and thus I hope.  A little time blasts all,
and my hopes are gone like a cloud.  They were only weeds which appeared, or if a little corn
sprung up it quickly dies, being either choked with weeds or parched up by the sun of
persecution.  Yet I still hope in God, and will go forth in His strength and make mention of His
righteousness, even of His only.”
  
Carey had an unshakeable belief in God’s goodness and providence.  But what was he to make of
all that was happening to him and his family?  Most of us would have given up and gone home.
What kept him there?  Was it stubbornness or faith?  His letters and journal reflect a yo-yo
existence.  He was beaten down in discouragement.  He would refresh himself in God.  The
seemingly senseless and interminable trials, he considered, would be used by God to provide a
foundation for a good work.  He could not deny his calling.  It came down to a simple matter of
obedience to God.  He was an ambassador sent to bring the Word to India.  That alone could
drive the superstition and darkness that possessed his adopted homeland.  He had seen too much
to turn back now.  Women sacrificed their firstborns in the Ganges to appease the gods.  Men
impaled themselves on hooks.  Widows were burned alive on their deceased husband’s funeral
pyres.  He could not turn his back when he knew there was a Word from God that could free
their souls.

Dr. Timothy George said: “There was the continuing loneliness, discouragement and even
depression as Carey found himself sometimes in the ‘Slough of Despond’.  What sustained him in
these difficult days?  Well, there was, of course, the Scriptures.  He himself was translating the
Bible into the languages of India: Bengali and the other tongues of the East.  But Carey was not
merely a Bible scholar, a technician, a translator.  He also was nourished as a Christian as he
read the psalms, as he listened again to the words of Jesus and the apostle Paul, as he lived
through the Scriptures in and out, day in and day out.  God sustained him as he walked through
the valley of the shadow of death.
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“He had taken along with him, in addition to the Bible, another book which was of great
comfort.  It was the diary of David Brainerd.  David Brainerd was a remarkable missionary in
North America to the American Indians and Jonathan Edwards edited his journal after his very
early death at age 32.  William Carey took a copy of this with him on the ship from England to
India and day after day he would read David Brainerd’s journal and find great solace and
comfort in the struggles of others such as David Brainerd who had gone before him in the family
of faith.  And of course, there was also prayer.  Every Sunday, just at the hour when William
Carey knew that his friends back in England would be praying for him, he said he felt a great
strength come upon him, and the abiding presence of the knowledge that he was not really alone,
that he was thought of and remembered by those back home who were lifting his name to the
Heavenly Father.

“Through it all William Carey continued to trust in God and to move forward with the vision
that God had given him.  He confessed this in his journal: This is indeed the valley of the shadow
of death to me, except that my soul is much more insensitive than John Bunyan’s pilgrim.  Oh,
what would I give for a kind, sympathetic friend such as I had in England to whom I might open
my heart!  But I rejoice that I am here notwithstanding and God is here, who not only can have
compassion but is able to save to the uttermost.’  That was the faith that sustained William Carey
through the darkest nights.”

Kitty’s Marriage and Increased Trials

Dorothy’s sister, Kitty, agreed to go to India but she shared her sister’s resistance to missionary
life.  In due time she met Charles Short, an official of the East India Company and married him,
Short eventually became a Christian after long talks with Carey, but this ended Dorothy’s
companionship with her sister and a new loneliness gripped her.  Maintaining “balance” between
his work and care for his wife was Carey’s daily heart cry.

Burial of Little Peter

As five-year old Peter was recovering from a fever, he relapsed and a violent dysentery took his
life.  “On the same day we were obliged to bury him.”  Carey recalled.  Even though there were
carpenters employed at the salt works, Carey was forced to make the coffin himself and seek the
help of four Muslims to help him dig the grave.  (This too must have been on of the incidents
that caused Dorothy to become mentally ill.)

None of the two or three hundred salt workers employed nearby would carry the coffin.  Finally
two of the lowest caste servant boys carried the coffin and secured the grave from the jackals.
(Hindus do not bury their dead but cremate them or throw them into the river to be devoured by
birds and fish.)

The Difficult Marriage Situation of William and Dorothy Carey

The film honestly and forthrightly treats the very trying and tragic marriage of William and
Dorothy Carey based on careful research of the historical records about their relationship.  This
is an element of the film that many found difficult and several leaders have asked if we might
supply some comments that might be of help in putting this matter in perspective.



M10

First it must be said that we felt it imperative to include this dimension if we were to provide an
authentic film about their lives.   The rigours of missionary life had overwhelmed Dorothy from
the outset.  As seen in the film, Dorothy was opposed to her family going to India in the first
place.  She herself had received no such call to be a missionary as Carey had.  She was, as
someone has called her, a reluctant missionary.  She only relented when her sister Kitty agreed to
come along to provide companionship and help, a brilliant suggestion by Dr. John Thomas, a
missionary friend and co-worker.  The family had to board the ship within twenty-four hours –
too short a time to pack, let alone prepare her for the hardships ahead.  Unknown to her, the
family arrived in Calcutta without proper documents.  Once on the field, the rigours of life in a
different culture, the persistent poverty in which the Careys lived, child raising in an unfamiliar
environment, chronic dysentery, the death of their son Peter and other factors all combined to
accelerate Dorothy’s decline into depression and mental illness, and her eventual death.  All of
these were forces conspiring to render her unable to cope with reality.  On December 8, 1807,
Dorothy died after suffering from a fever for sometime.  After 25 years of marriage, many of
which were spent in India with her husband, William, and their children “her death was a very
easy one” as Ward recorded in his journal.

There is no simple explanation that can satisfy.  We can affirm from Carey’s journals and
correspondence that he was deeply distressed over the afflictions of his wife and did all he knew
to strengthen and comfort her.  While neither William nor Dorothy had any formal education it
was obvious that Carey’s natural gifts enabled him to learn quickly and advance to high levels of
scholarship, whereas the evidence suggests that Dorothy never learned to read or write.  That
may only have aggravated the distress Dorothy felt.  Some have observed that Dorothy was
discontented with their situation in England before they left for India and may not have found
contentment in any circumstance, at least not married to one committed to a life of Christian
ministry.

There are no simple answers.  All we can point to is the fact that Carey conscientiously agonized
over his wife’s distress and tried to do all he could to be supportive. Carey realized that his wife
was not wholly responsible for her sad condition.  He refused the option to have her “put away”
and cared for her till the end of her life.  Fortunately, co-worker Hannah, was God’s wonderful
provision who lovingly cared for Dorothy’s needs and also provided a mothering presence for
their four sons.  As Dorothy’s death approached, William was deeply moved by the loving
support which their sons gave to their mother and to him as well.

He was caught in the bind of being genuinely concerned for the welfare of his family and being
firmly convinced that he had been called and sent to India and that God would provide for his
family’s needs there. Of course, he experienced the great difficulties of disrupting his family and
of uprooting Dorothy.  Her sister Kitty berated Carey for subjecting his family to this kind of
experience in India and Carey’s own tension was that of being torn between his love for his
family and their welfare and well-being, and his single-minded sense of obedience to God’s will
above all else.  He did not take her and the family back to England as she would have preferred.
For the good of India, it was good that they did not returned.  Carey’s example in how he cared
for his wife could not be equalled in the religious culture in India in those days.
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Of course, the Careys were simply one of many, many missionary families who have had to say
‘goodbye’ and ‘farewell’ to their family, their friends, even their native lands to follow the call of
God into many distant places.

How did William face these perplexing circumstances?  Partly by devoting himself to the
children.  He wrote to his sisters in England, “The children are well, very fine lads.  Felix is a
printer and William a bookbinder.”  Also he immersed himself in his work and wrote at that
time,  “I am labouring with all my might to get this translation finished.”

In the midst of circumstances he could not change, Carey continued to wait on God and again
wrote to his sisters, “God does not willingly afflict nor grieve His children, but rather allows
some important purpose to be accomplished thereby.”  And again, “Look not only on the dark
side, but take a peep into the other side; see that God has wrought what He has promised …”

All that Carey was able to accomplish was possible only if he could leave the domestic work to
his wife and to those who lovingly helped her.  Dorothy Carey paid a high price, and yet her
legacy extends also to their sons.  Three of them were missionaries and the other was supportive
of Carey’s ministry.  Even though she did not have such a good experience in India yet we
remember her and all those who, in generations succeeding, have followed the example of those
who, as Jesus said, have left all behind to follow Him.

Deepening Trust in God’s Faithfulness

Carey believed in the providence of God and was vitally concerned to be obedient to His call.
Yet he saw no fruit – no converts for the first six years!  It could appear that his mission was a
failure.  He writes in a letter to his sisters, “….the omniscience of God is a sweet theme to a
genuine praying Christian – as indeed are ALL of the attributes of God.  I am fruitless and
almost useless, but the Word and attributes of God are my hope, my confidence and my joy”.

Dr. Ramesh Richard commented:  “I would say that Carey was more interested in the Lordship
of Christ than his own hardship.  I think that’s a good tone for us to hear.  We have a great
amount written on significance and success and the whole issue of spirituality as it appeals to me
but the Lordship of Christ supersedes and overwhelms any hardship that is attached to
obedience.  I’d like to suggest that that comment is cross-cultural and cross-temporal.  Another
comment I’d like to make is the costs that are attached to obedience, that if the cause of Jesus
Christ is important, then the costs are somewhat irrelevant and the costs will affect every area of
life, affect marriage, affect vocation, affect personal desires.  So these may be some spiritual
lessons we can learn from Carey as well”.
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PART 2:  THE TRIBULATIONS
FOR DISCUSSION

Read James 1:2-3

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you that
the testing of your faith develops perseverance.”

1. How can we speak meaningfully of the sufferings endured by the servants of Christ in the
light of God’s Word?

2. How can James speak of trials as something in which to rejoice?

3. Read 2 Cor. 11:23-29.  What were the sufferings of Paul?  How many were physical,
spiritual and interpersonal? Were they avoidable?

4. What were some of the many trials faced by the Carey family?

5. What shaping influence did they have on Carey?

6. Also he suffered severe doubts and bouts of depression.  What sustained him and gave
him courage to go on?

7. Dr. Richard states: “Carey was more interested in the Lordship of Christ than in his
hardships.”  Also from Carey’s viewpoint “if the cause of Jesus Christ is important, then
the costs are irrelevant.”  How do you respond to these comments?

8. To what degree should we look for signs of success as confirming God’s calling and as
an indication of God’s blessing?  What is success?   What are the yardsticks for success
for the servant of God?  How does this differ from the usual secular standards?  What
does God require of you?

9. What can we learn from the Careys’ marriage?

ADDITIONAL HOMEWORK

1. William Carey wanted the Christian family to be a model in this world, whether locally
or globally.  Discuss this as a matter requiring top priority.

2. 1 Peter 3:7 “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, treat
them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life,
so that nothing will hinder your prayers.”  Discuss this guideline in marriage.

3. What keeps servants of God from ‘giving up’ and abandoning their mission?

4. Carey’s employment and means of supporting the ministry was unique.  Discuss
variables for today – ‘tent making’ in limited access countries, the possibility of
developing Christian community, and others.
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PART 3: THE TEAM

<>  Still Another Move  <> A Team Forms      <> Finally Some Results

The Serampore Trio

From the beginning William Carey believed that missionaries should not work alone. Carey’s
original partner and colleague Dr. Thomas proved to be unreliable and irresponsible.  Carey had
to survive on his own in a strange land for the first years, but he prayed that God would send
fellow labourers who would join hands and heart with him in the great mission of sharing the
gospel in India.  After he had been there nearly seven years, that prayer was answered when on
1st December 1799 William Ward arrived from England.  Ward was a printer by trade and he
brought all the expertise of printing and publishing the Bengali translation of the New Testament
which William Carey, at that time, had already completed.  And soon there were two others,
remarkable individuals, who came to join Ward and Carey.  They were Joshua and Hannah
Marshman.  They had been schoolteachers back in England, and brought the vision for an
educational ministry among the people of India.

Early in 1800, when reinforcements arrived from England, circumstances dictated that the Carey
family be relocated once again to find protection from the East India company in the Danish
settlement of Serampore about sixteen miles from Calcutta.  The Danish government helped the
missionaries to purchase land on which were living quarters for each family in addition to a
chapel, dining room, facilities for a printing shop and a boarding school.

The names of Marshman and Ward are little known now whereas Carey has become a legend.
But his exploits can be understood only in the context of the synergy of that small band that lived
and ate together, shared their resources, recognised their mutual gifts and submitted their
individual aspirations to the ministry of the team.  Twice each day the whole community met for
Bible reading and prayer.  Each Saturday evening they had a community meeting to discuss
matters of order and to air any differences that may have arisen during the previous week and
resolve any disputes.  Honesty, intimacy, and equality were the watchwords of the community.
It was scary at first.  None of them had ever done anything like this and William Ward said, “I
tremble almost before we begin to live together.  One man of the wrong temper could make our
house a hell.”

They lived out the New Testament image of the church as an interrelated body with the various
members functioning in concert and together becoming far greater than the sum of their parts.
From this point on Carey’s vision began to be realized, as Ward took responsibility for the
printing and the Marshmans were in charge of education and evangelism.  During the years the
trio was inseparable, standing together during times of trial as well as in seasons of harvest and
joy.

They drew up what they called ‘The Serampore Compact’, eleven statements of purpose, setting
forth the rationale for their mission and really what they hoped to accomplish in their work
together in India.  These are the statements of purpose from the Serampore Compact:

1) To set an infinite value on the souls of men.
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2) To acquaint ourselves with the snares which hold the minds of the people.
3) To abstain from whatever deepens India’s prejudice against the Gospel.
4) To watch for every chance of doing good to the people.
5) To preach Christ crucified as the grand means of conversions.
6) To esteem and treat Indians always as our equals.
7) To guard and build up the host that may be gathered.
8) To cultivate their spiritual gifts, ever pressing upon them their missionary obligation, since

only Indians can win India for Christ.
9) To labour unceasingly in biblical translation.
10) To be instant in the nurture of personal religion.
11) To give ourselves without reserve to the cause, not counting even the clothes we wear our

own.

On April 24th, 1800 the Serampore brotherhood celebrated a day of thanksgiving as they came
together to consecrate their buildings and to form themselves into a church, a Baptist
congregation, with Carey as pastor and Marshman and Ward as the deacons.  Looking back over
the months and weeks of coming together, the trials and temptations they had faced, they could
see with clarity that the hand of God had brought them together and had knitted their hearts
together in a remarkable community, one of the great landmarks in the history of Christian
missions.

Dr. Timothy George commented:  “William Carey would not allow a convert to the Christian
faith from Hinduism to be baptised until that person had shared a meal in common with the
Christian community at Serampore and this, of course, meant that they had to break caste.  That
was a very serious breach of etiquette and protocol in the society of that day.  And so it was a
great and momentous occasion when Krishna Pal, a Hindu carpenter, trusted Christ as his
Saviour, and then followed him in obedience through baptism.  William Ward was present that
day in December of 1800 when the congregation gathered at the river for the baptism of Krishna
Pal, and this is how he described that event in his journal: “Today after our English service at
which I preached on baptism, we went to the riverside immediately opposite our gate where the
Governor and a number of Europeans and Portuguese and many Hindus and Muslims attended.
We sang in Bengali, ‘Jesus and Shall it Ever Be’.  Carey then spoke in Bengali, particularly
declaring that we did not think the water sacred, but water only, and that the one from amongst
them about to be baptised, professed by this act to put off all sins and to put on Christ.  After
prayer he went down the bank into the water and taking Krishna Pal down with him baptised
him with the words in Bengali.  All was silence.  The Governor could not restrain his tears and
almost everyone seemed struck with the solemnity of this new ordinance.  I never saw in the most
orderly congregation in England anything more impressive.  ‘Ye gods of stone and clay.  Did ye
not tremble when in the Triune name one soul shook you from his feet as dust?

“Carey rejoiced that God had permitted him to ‘desecrate the Ganges’ as he put it, through the
baptism of a new believer in Christ.

“By 1821 the missionaries had baptised over 1400 new Christians, many of them from India
itself.
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“In those days it cost a great deal to break caste and affiliate yourself with a Christian church.
Many of these were persecuted; some of them paid with the price of their life.  And over two
hundred years later we should not forget that even today all around the world there are
hundreds and literally thousands upon thousands of Christians who are being harassed and
tortured and, yes, even put to death because of their witness for Jesus Christ.  In the midst of
their suffering and death, their witness shines forth, like stars in the night, of the Glory of God
and the grace of Christ, even in the midst of persecution and death.  William Carey witnessed
that in his own life and ministry, and his ministry in turn encouraged so many others to follow in
the footsteps of Jesus.”

Conclusion

Carey was the first man to stand against both the ruthless murders and the widespread oppression
of women- virtually synonymous with Hinduism in the 18th and 19th centuries.  Men in India
were “crushing” the women through polygamy, female infanticide, child marriage, widow-
burning (sati), euthanasia and forced illiteracy, all sanctioned by religion.  Spiritual and moral
darkness and blindness controlled the masses.  Even performing sati became a real act of
holiness.  How great was their darkness!  He also recognised that his own society, the British
Empire, was guilty of cruel practices and William Carey became, together with William
Wilberforce in England, one of those who protested most against the inhuman institution of
slavery and eventually, near the end of his life, the trafficking of slaves was abolished.  William
Carey, with his heart wholly devoted to God and desiring to see the lives of Indians changed by
Him came as a “Candle in the Dark,” introducing Jesus Christ, the Light of the World.
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PART 3:  THE TEAM
FOR DISCUSSION:

Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-16; 3:5-9; 12:4-13

1. The book of 1 Corinthians was written to address problems in the young church in that
notorious Greek seaport city.  Division among the believers was one of the crisis issues
Paul spoke to.  Reflect upon the above passages to discuss what Paul teaches about
teamwork, interdependence, mutual respect, and oneness in the body of Christ.

2. What did the arrival of new recruits mean for Carey?  What specific differences did you
notice in him after they came?

3. Do you think we would ever have heard of William Carey if he had not found a mutually
supportive community of faith and outreach?

4. Was their experience unique to their time and place, or does it help teach us about how to
carry on ministry and missions in any age?

5. Carey invited Krishna to share a meal with the believers.  What did this mean culturally?
What was the significance of the baptism of Krishna Pal?

6. What ministry opportunities did Hannah create for the team?

ADDITIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Consider some of the living options that may be available for a missionary family.  E.g.
To choose communal living in one location as Carey and his co-workers did or for each
family to live in a different area.  Can you think of other possibilities?

2. Carey was correct: Transparency and settling differences immediately demands top
priority.  Examine 1 John 1:7; 1 Peter 1:22 and Hebrews 3:13 very carefully.  Currently,
do you have a plan for maintaining integrity and transparency with other Christians?
How do you remain as ‘one’?
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PART 4: THE TRIUMPH

<> Still More Trials            <> Still More Resistance               <> A Vision Realised

In using the word ‘triumph’ for this section, we do not wish for a moment to convey the idea of
‘triumphalism’.  Devastating setbacks afflicted the Serampore community right up through their
golden years.  Yet the fruits were undeniable.  The blessing they brought to Bengal is
remembered and revered by the Indian people to this day.

A Gruesome Scene

William Carey was overwhelmed by the ancient Hindu custom of sati, where the living widow is
thrown onto her dead husband’s funeral pyre.  According to tradition this was to bring blessings
on her family and contributed to her own eternal salvation.  Another clash of cultures.  “This is
murder!” Carey shouted.  An intense urgency gripped him – he MUST get God’s Word
translated into Bengali.  God’s truth alone would bring freedom.

The formality includes leading the widow six times around the funeral pyre while she scatters
sweets among those gathered.  Then she calmly mounts the prepared wood and dances with her
hands extended, as if in the utmost tranquillity of spirit.  Lastly, she puts one arm under the neck
of the corpse and one arm over it.  The waiting friends and relatives joyfully shout as the fire is
started.  This was too much for Carey when he witnessed sati, and he left the scene horrified.

Historical background and explanation of Sati

According to Hindu belief, three of the most prominent gods in Hinduism are known as Trimuri,
that is, a trinity or triad of gods.  This triad is formed of Brahma the creator, Vishnu the preserver
and Shiva the destroyer.  Each of these has at least one wife or consort.  Brahma is married to
Sarawati, the goddess of knowledge.  Vishnu’s wife is Lakshmi and Shiva’s first wife was Sati.
Shortly after the death of his first wife Shiva married the most famous reincarnation of Sati,
Parvati, the daughter of Himalaya.

Sati set fire to herself after her father spoke against her husband, in order to prove her true
devotion to Shiva.  “Sati” means “The true one” in Sanskrit and later this term was used to
describe the burning of widows on the funeral pyres of their husbands, because with the death of
her husband the wife had no reason to live.  In theory sati was voluntary but the English civil
servants and ministers were horrified to discover that Indian women were chained to their
husbands’ funeral pyres while they begged with shouts of agony not to be burnt alive.

The traditional Hindu customs such as sati, female infanticide and dowries (goods that went with
the woman upon her marriage) reflect the subordinate state of women throughout India’s history,
as does the practice of temple slaves.  Devadasis (slaves of god) were girls who were not wanted
by the poor, or abandoned on the steps of the temple and brought up by the Brahmanes in the
temple installations, and used as courtesans or prostitutes.

Taken from the book “Introduction to India” by Wolpert.
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The next paragraph is taken from the biography “William Carey” by Mangalwadi.

“The decree that allowed a widow to marry again didn’t come into effect until 1865 (thirty years
after sati was declared illegal), making it legal for her to get married again.  Until then, the only
options that a woman had when her husband died were to accept sati or to suffer a hard life of
indignity, being despised and much work.  Many times sati was viewed as the lesser evil as the
widow preferred to die quickly instead of living all the horrors of widowhood.  They were taught
that this act of self-sacrifice brought great honour to the family and that it allowed seven
generations to get to heaven.”

Sati: “A great act of holiness”?

Carey enquired of those responsible for the act of burning a living widow on her dead husband’s
funeral pyre, “Is this the widow’s choice?”  “Oh, yes, it is completely voluntary – a great act of
holiness,” was the response.  Carey quickly reacted to the tragic act, declaring, “This is instead a
shocking murder!”

In 1816 Carey carefully researched the Hindu sacred books and discovered that this cruel custom
was not required by their sacred writings, contrary to the view commonly held at the time.  With
the help of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, a Hindu leader, and many others, eventually in 1829 Carey’s
appeals were heard and the death by burning of many thousands of widows was legally banned.

But the benefits of their work reached far beyond their immediate mission, inspiring other
Christians and denominations, shaping the future of evangelical missions and leaving a
missionary vision for the world from which the church has not retreated.  Carey had travelled
half way around the world to settle in India.  For the last thirty years of his life he never travelled
more than twenty miles from his home base, but from there he left a legacy for the world that
most of the great statesmen of all history might envy.

More Trials – More Triumphs!

A devastating fire!  Vishal Mangalwadi describes it: “like beauty rising from the ashes”.  This
building housed at least twenty people working on different translations, along with the type-
setters, compositors, pressmen, binders and writers.  TEN BIBLE TRANSLATIONS along with
other manuscripts were destroyed!  The polyglot Sanskrit dictionary, large quantities of English
paper, fourteen fonts of oriental types, new supplies of Hebrew, Greek and English type,
priceless dictionaries, grammars, steel punches, deeds and accounting books – ALL gone up in
smoke!

When Carey returned from Calcutta with the chaplain of Fort Williams college and surveyed the
scene, with tears in his eyes, he said, “In one short evening the labours of years are consumed.
How unsearchable are the ways of God.  I had lately brought some things to the utmost
perfections of which they seemed capable, and contemplated the missionary establishment with
perhaps too much self-congratulation.  The Lord has laid me low, that I may look more simply to
Him.”
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Carey resolved that he would take God’s Word at face value and thus believe for a better press
and more scholarly translations.  They were able to salvage the five presses, punches and
matrices (moulds for casting type faces).  Within a few months Ward opened a larger warehouse.
News of the fire spread all over Europe and America as well as within India.  In just fifty days
about ten thousand pounds (US$15,000) were raised in England and Scotland, more money than
was needed to cover the losses.  Even in Calcutta newspapers caught the enthusiasm, with one
article predicting that the Serampore press would “rise from the ashes.”  The cause of the fire
was never discovered, but the outcome meant many revised editions.  Another blessing—two
new missionaries arrived in Serampore; one, a professional type-cutter and the other a doctor
with his wife, perhaps the first missionary nurse.

Professor Carey

The Bible translated into the vernacular of India was itself a great educational tool.  Yet the
people needed to be literate if the Bible was to be read and understood as Carey had envisioned.
Here again Carey’s concern echoed that of Martin Luther in the 16th century: “The Scripture
cannot be understood without knowledge of the language,”  Luther argued, “and the language
can be learned only in school.”

Carey’s first school was for children who concentrated on reading parts of the Scriptures.  Later,
boarding schools, girls’ schools and Sunday schools were started in Serampore.  By 1817 the
Baptist missionaries had opened 103 schools with an average attendance of 6,703 students.
From 1801 to 1830 Carey was the professor at Fort William College in Calcutta, travelling
weekly by boat from Serampore.  This position gave him prestige in literary and government
circles.  The college was modelled after the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, catering to the
cultured elite, who would become the civil servants of the next generation.

Carey’s philosophy of education was to instil divine truth into the minds of the students “as fast
as their understanding would ripen.”  He desired to promote “curiosity and inquisitiveness”
among the rising generation.  His desire was to lead them to contemplate “both the discernible
facts of the natural word and deeper theological truths on which they were based, and only in the
light of which they made sense.”

Carey’s professorship aided the evangelical cause at Serampore in several ways:
1) His entire salary was funnelled into the mission’s general fund, with the exception of a

minimal amount for his personal family budget and occasional gifts sent back to England to
help his aging father and sister, Polly, who was by now an invalid.

2) Carey’s scholarly labours at the college complemented his translation work.  Not only did he
produce grammars and dictionaries of several languages, but he also formed a team of
learned scholars.  In reality he was the senior research professor and delegated translation
jobs to qualified nationals.

3) He used this academic base in Calcutta to carry on continuous preaching and evangelistic
activities in the city.

In 1803 he opened a place of worship where there was preaching twice on Sunday in English; on
Wednesday evening in Bengali, and Thursday in English.  During the day he taught the Anglo-
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Indian aristocracy and continued numerous translation projects.  In the evenings he preached the
Good News to the poor and outcast of the slums.

The crowning work of Carey’s educational career was Serampore College, founded in 1818.  The
college began with 37 students, 19 of whom were Christian nationals, the others Hindus.
Knowing the limitations of English missionaries, it was Carey’s goal to provide theological
education for Christians of various denominations to carry on the evangelisation of India.  The
faculty was interdenominational, although all professors were required to embrace the essential
evangelical doctrine: the deity of Christ and His substitutionary atonement.  The original charter
declared that “no caste, colour or country shall bar any man from admission into Serampore
College.”  Carey served both as professor of divinity and as lecturer in botany and zoology.

 Dr. Ramesh Richard said: “Missions in relationship to culture.  I have had some statements
where people say that 90% of missions is simply one culture raping or colonising another
culture and to some extent we cannot avoid that because we are all carriers of culture.  As long
as we are self aware as to where our culture conflicts with another one.  I think that was Carey’s
great sensitivity.  Now in every culture there are practices that are good, which are biblically
approvable, those which are neutral, which do not conflict with Scripture, and practices which
are bad.  That’s not only with Indian culture and Chinese culture.  That’s our culture here as
well.  We face that in the West as well.  So when anthropologists make a statement about
missionaries taking over local culture and getting them to avoid everything that has been their
heritage, they are not being real with what is the issue.  I don’t see any anthropologist who today
would get up and say sati was good, or bride burning is good.  And then we face the whole
culture of MTV; I’ve never heard anthropologists criticising our own media rape of the world.

“Regarding sati, the commentary of history is perhaps the best compliment to Carey.  We have
Hindus today who are thankful and grateful to Christian missionaries for having contributed to
the demise of sati and almost single-handedly it was this man’s mission.  He saw something
which was completely wrong, not only from Christian grace but from common grace, and argued
from that, that sati is not something that any culture should propose or approve of.  And so
history’s commentary on Carey is something that we need to take note of and as anthropologists
and cultural anthropologists look at very, very carefully.

“William Carey is a significant influence that continues through two hundred years.  The
intentional life which he lived, I see it as a philosophy which translated into life, a reorientation
of life under the Lordship of Christ which turned into strategy and structure.  Rather than
working off a very pragmatic, impulsive base of making decisions, he decided to submit himself
to the Scriptures from the very, very beginning and so the priority of the Scriptures as later seen
in his translation, in his application, would be a major contribution that he makes to all our
strategising, and in the concepts and the application of missions today.  I cannot think of a life
which has lived more intentionally the Commission of Jesus Christ.  He almost created an entire
industry that was in submission to the Scriptures.  I would also like to suggest that his
significance lies in the fact that he wanted to bring all of culture and life under the Lordship of
Jesus Christ, under the Kingship of Christ.”

Dr. Timothy George said:  “In this final section of our study on the life of William Carey we see
some of the breakthroughs and victories he experienced after long years of struggle.  For many
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years Carey had protested the inhumane practice of sati until finally it was made illegal.  And
then there was the slave trade: before he died he heard a word from England that William
Wilberforce, the great evangelical leader of parliament, had led in the abolition of the horrible
slave trade.  There was the founding of Serampore College and the sending out of missionaries
from Serampore itself into all parts of the East.  In all of these victories William Carey was
confirmed in his faithfulness.

“But in spite of all the great victories and achievements of his life, William Carey remained
humble.  He continued to exhibit a Christ-like spirit in everything he did.  He had a habit every
year on his birthday of writing a letter to one of his children in which he would review his life
and look back over the things that he had done in that year and examine his walk with God.  One
of those letters was written to his son Jabez on August 17th, his birthday, in the year 1831.  Carey
was 70 years old.  He said, “I am this day seventy years old, a monument of divine mercy and
goodness though on a review of my life I find much, very much for which I ought to be humbled
in the dust.  How little I have done for God!”  Here was a man who had translated the Scriptures
into nearly forty different languages and dialects of India and the East.  He had founded
Serampore College, and many, many other schools.  He had established many churches and
congregations and he had worked to reform society of some of its most terrible, inhumane
abuses.  What a life filled with achievement and victory and accomplishment.  But when looking
back, he says, “How little I have done for God.”

“There was a great missionary from Scotland named Alexander Duff.  He travelled all the way
round the world just to visit with Carey shortly before he died.  Carey had become world famous
by that time.  People were reading about him and talking about him in England, in North
America, all around the Christian world, and Alexander Duff travelled to India to meet Carey.
They had a long interview and when it was nearly over Carey summoned Duff back to his
deathbed.  He said, “You have been talking about Dr. Carey, Dr. Carey, Dr. Carey.  When I am
gone, speak no more of Dr. Carey.  Speak instead of Dr. Carey’s Saviour.”  That is how he lived
and that is how he died.

“It was 1834, on the 9th June, 5.30 a.m. at the crack of dawn that Carey died at Serampore in his
73rd year.  Throughout his long life he had taken great comfort in the hymns of Isaac Watts and
one of his last requests was that a simple couplet from one of Watt’s hymns be inscribed on his
simple stone slab, nothing more.  It can still be seen there today, just these words: ‘A wretched,
poor and helpless worm, On thy kind arms I fall’.  One of the young men who witnessed Carey’s
burial was a young missionary from Scotland named John Leechman.  I think Carey would have
approved of his description of the meaning of that event: ‘And now, what shall we do?  God has
taken up our Elijah to heaven.  But we must not be discouraged.  The God of missions lives
forever.  His cause must go on.  The gates of death, the removal of our most eminent friend will
not impede its progress nor prevent its success.  Come!  We have something more to do than
mourn and be dispirited.  With our departed leader, all is well.  He has finished his course
gloriously.  But the work now descends on us.  Oh for a double portion of the Divine Spirit!’

“I believe that would be Carey’s prayer for every Christian, two hundred years after his mission
to India, for all of us who know Christ and love Him and believe in Him: that we would come to
share something of the passion that God gave Carey for the sharing of the Good News of
salvation with everybody, everywhere.  May God help us to take courage from the example of
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William Carey and so follow in his footsteps that the glorious light of the Gospel of Christ might
shine as a candle in the dark.  God bless you.”

Carey’s Notable Accomplishments:

• Discovered Careya herbacea, one of three varieties of eucalyptus found only in India;
named after him.

• Published the first books on science and natural history in India, such as Flora Indica.
• Made indigenous paper for the publishing industry.
• Introduced the concept of a Savings Bank.
• Led the campaign for the humane treatment of leprosy patients, who were normally

burned or buried alive.
• Father of modern printing and publishing in India.
• Established the first newspaper ever printed in any oriental language.  Published the

journal, Friend of India.
• Founded the Agri-Horticultural Society in the 1820’s, 30 years before the Royal

Agricultural Society was established in England.
• Was the first to translate and publish Indian classics, such as Ramayana and Samkhya.
• Introduced the study of astronomy to India.
• Pioneered the idea of lending libraries on the subcontinent.
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PART 4:  THE TRIUMPH
FOR DISCUSSION

Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

Paul speaks of God who “always leads us in triumph.”  A brief look at his ministry as recorded in
the book of Acts and in his epistles gives us pause to ask what Paul meant by triumph.  No one
can suspect his life of being an easy ride to victory.  Nevertheless Paul could rejoice that the
Gospel prospered, even as he faced one test after another.  Similarly for Carey, his trials never
really ceased, not even during the brightest days of the Serampore mission.

1. What principles of cooperation and joint effort do we see exhibited by Carey and
Ramohan Roy?

2. What do you make of the fact that Carey saw great value in Indian culture and literature
(that which was not in conflict with the Scriptures) that he felt should be recaptured and
used effectively?

3. How do we reply to the frequent criticism that Christianity comes in as a foreign element
and does damage to the native culture?

4. Should Carey have interfered in the religious customs of sati?  Why or why not?

5. How did Carey change and grow over the years in understanding:
a.) his own gifts and calling
b.) why he was called to go to India
c.) how the long-term interests of the Gospel might best be served?

6. Can you imagine what strategies Carey might urge if he were alive today?

ADDITIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Carey was an “overcomer.”  He sought to view all circumstances from an eternal
perspective.  Obedience to Christ was his controlling motivation.  Like Count von
Zinzendorf, leader of the Moravian missionaries (and great inspiration to Carey), he had
but one passion: Christ!  The printing house fire proved to be but another step in Carey’s
growth in likeness to Christ.  Consider the words of an early Church leader, “Joyfully
yield yourself to the circumstances of His choice!”

2. Carey did not blame Satan as the culprit but instead he saw God’s sovereignty.  What
lessons can we learn in his attitude?  Why did God allow it?

3. What was the result of the fire?
4. Study 1 Thes. 5:18.  Consider this passage as a guide to missionaries.  How should we

put it into practice?  What were the circumstances, pressures and trials that brought Carey
to maturity as God’s man in India?

5. In harmony with their gifts the Serampore Trio spelled out their job descriptions, giving
them clear focus as to their mission.  Discuss how important this is—especially with
multi-cultural and multi-national partnerships.
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The Serampore Compact of 1805
OUR AGREEMENT

Note: The headings in bold have been added.

Form of Agreement respecting the great principles upon which the Brethren of the Mission
at Serampore think it is their duty to act in the work of instructing the heathen, agreed upon
at a meeting of the Brethren at Serampore, on Monday, October 7, 1805.

Why Are We Here? The Redeemer, in planting us in the heathen nation, rather than in any
other, has imposed upon us the cultivation of peculiar qualifications. We are firmly
persuaded that Paul might plant and Apollos water, in vain, in any part of the world, did not
God give the increase.  We are sure that only those ordained to eternal life will believe, and
that God alone can add to the church such as shall be saved.  Nevertheless we cannot but
observe with admiration that Paul, the great champion for the glorious doctrine of free and
sovereign grace, was the most conspicuous for his personal zeal in the word of persuading
men to be reconciled to God.  In this respect he is a noble example for our imitation.  Our
Lord intimated to those of His apostles who were fishermen, that he would make them
fishers of men, intimating that in all weathers, and amidst every disappointment they were to
aim at drawing men to the shores of eternal life.  Solomon says: "He that winneth souls is
wise," implying, no doubt, that the work of gaining over men to the side of God, was to be
done by winning methods, and that it required the greatest wisdom to do it with success.
Upon these points, we think it right to fix our serious and abiding attention.

1. The Infinite Value of the Human Soul: In order to be prepared for our great and
solemn work, it is absolutely necessary that we set an infinite value on immortal souls;
that we often endeavour to affect our minds with the dreadful loss sustained by an
unconverted soul launched into eternity.  It becomes us to fix in our minds the awful
doctrine of eternal punishment, and to realize frequently the unconceivably awful
conditions of this vast country, lying in the arms of the wicked one.  If we have not this
awful sense of the value of souls, it is impossible that we can feel aright in any other part
of our work, and in this case it had been better for us to have been in any other situation
than in that of a Missionary.  Oh! may our hearts bleed over these poor idolaters, and
may their case lie with continued weight on our minds, that we may resemble that
eminent Missionary, who compared the travail of his soul, on account of the spiritual
state of those committed to his charge, to the pains of childbirth.  But while we thus
mourn over their miserable condition, we should not be discouraged, as though their
recovery were impossible.  He who raised the Scottish and brutalized Britons to sit in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus; can raise these slaves of superstition, purify their hearts
by faith, and make them worshippers of the one God in spirit and in truth.  The promises
are fully sufficient to remove our doubts, and to make us anticipate that not very distant
period when he will famish all the gods of India, and cause these very idolaters to cast
their idols to the moles and to the bats, and renounce forever the work of their own
hands.
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2. Importance of Research: It is very important that we should gain all the information we
can of the snares and delusions in which these heathen are held.  By this means we shall be
able to converse with them in an intelligible manner.  To know their modes of thinking,
their habits, their propensities, their antipathies, the way in which they reason about God,
sin, holiness, the way of salvation, and a future state, to be aware of the bewitching nature
of their idolatrous worship, feasts, songs, etc., is of the highest consequence, if we would
gain their attention to our discourse, and would avoid to be barbarians to them.  This
knowledge may be easily obtained by conversing with sensible natives, by reading some
parts of their works and by attentively observing their manners and customs.

3. Avoid Unnecessary Offences: It is necessary, in our intercourse with the Hindoos, that as
far as we are able, we abstain from those things which would increase their prejudices
against the Gospel.  Those parts of English manner which are most offensive to them
should be kept out of sight as much as possible.  We would also avoid every degree of
cruelty to animals.  Nor is it advisable at once to attack their prejudices by exhibiting with
acrimony the sins of their gods; neither should we upon any account do violence to their
images, nor interrupt their worship.  The real conquests of the Gospel are those of love:
"And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me."  In this respect, let us be continually
fearful else one unguarded word, or one unnecessary display of the difference betwixt us, in
manners, etc., should set the natives at a greater distance from us.  Paul's readiness to
become all things to all men, that he might by any means save some, and his disposition to
abstain even from necessary comforts that he might not offend the weak, are circumstances
worthy of our particular notice.  This line of conduct we may be sure was founded on the
wisest principles.  Placed amidst a people very much like the hearers of the Apostle, in
many respects, we may not receive the solid wisdom which guided him as a missionary.
The mild manners of the Moravians and also of the Quakers towards the North American
Indians have, in many instances, gained the affections and confidence of heathens in a
wonderful manner.  He who is too proud to stoop to others in order to draw them to him,
though he may know that they are in many respects inferior to himself, is ill-qualified to
become a Missionary.  The words of a most successful preacher still living, "that he would
not care if the people trampled him under their feet, if he might become useful to their
souls," are expressive of the very temper we should always cultivate.

4. Get Out with the People: It becomes us to watch all opportunities of doing good. A
missionary would be highly culpable if he contented himself with preaching two or three
times a week to those persons whom he might be able to get together into a place of
worship.  To carry on conversations with the natives almost every hour in the day, to go
from village to village, from market to market, from one assembly to another, to talk to
servants, labourers, etc., as often as opportunity offers, and to be instant in season and out
of season - this is the life to which we are called in this country.  We are apt to relax in
these active exertions, especially in a warm climate; but we shall do well to always fix in
our minds, that life is short, that all around us are perishing, and that we incur a dreadful
woe if we proclaim not the glad tiding of salvation.
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5. Make Christ Central: In preaching to the heathen, we must keep to the example of St.
Paul, and make the greatest subject of our preaching, Christ Crucified.  It would be very
easy for a missionary to preach nothing but truths, and that for many years together,
without any well-grounded hope of becoming useful to one soul.  The doctrine of Christ's
expiatory death and all-sufficient merits had been, and must ever remain, the great means
of conversion.  This doctrine, and others immediately connected with it, have constantly
nourished and sanctified the church.  Oh, that these glorious truths ever be the joy and
strength of our own souls, and then we will not fail to become the matter of our
conversation to others.  It was the proclaiming of these doctrines that made the
Reformation from Popery in the time of Luther spread with such rapidity.  It was these
truths that filled the sermons of the modern Apostles, Whitefield, Wesley, etc., when the
Light of the Gospel which has been held up with such glorious effects by the Puritans was
almost extinguished in England.  It is a well-known fact that the most successful
missionaries in the world at the present day make the atonement of Christ their continued
theme.  We mean the Moravians.  They attribute all their success to the preaching of the
death of our Saviour.  So far as our experience goes in this work, we must freely
acknowledge, that every Hindoo among us who has been gained to Christ, has been won
by the astonishing and all-constraining love exhibited in our Redeemer's propitiatory
death.  O then may we resolve to know nothing among Hindoos and Mussulmans but
Christ and Him crucified.

6. Be Accessible, Patient and Fair: It is absolutely necessary that the natives should have
an entire confidence in us, and feel quite at home in our company.  To gain this
confidence we must on all occasions be willing to hear their complaints; we must give
them the kindest advice, and we must decide upon everything brought before us in the
most open, upright and impartial manner.  We ought to be easy of access, to condescend
to them as much as possible, and on all occasions to treat them as our equals.  All
passionate behaviour will sink our characters exceedingly in their estimation.  All force,
and everything haughty, reserved and forbidding it becomes us ever to shun with the
greatest care.  We can never make sacrifices too great, when the eternal salvation of
souls is the object except, indeed, we sacrifice the commands of Christ.

7. Work Diligently with New Converts: Another important part of our work is to build
up, and watch over, the souls that may be gathered.  In this work we shall do well to
simplify our first instructions as much as possible, and to press the great principles of the
Gospel upon the minds of the converts till they be thoroughly settled and grounded in the
foundation of their hope towards God.  We must be willing to spend some time with
them daily, if possible, in this work.  We must have much patience with them, though
they may grow very slowly in divine knowledge.

We ought also to endeavour as much as possible to form them to habits of industry, and
assist them in procuring such employments as may be pursued with the least danger of
temptations to evil.  Here too we shall have occasion to exercise much tenderness and
forbearance, knowing that industrious habits are formed with difficulty by all heathen
nations.  We ought also to remember that these persons have made no common sacrifices
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in renouncing their connections, their homes, their former situations and means of
support, and that it will be very difficult for them to procure employment with heathen
masters.  In these circumstances, if we do not sympathize with them in their temporal
losses for Christ, we shall be guilty of great cruelty.

As we consider it our duty to honour the civil magistrate, and in every state and country
to render him the readiest obedience, whether we be persecuted or protected, it becomes
us to instruct our native brethren the same principles.  A sense of gratitude too presses
this obligation upon us in a peculiar manner in return for the liberal protection we have
experienced.  It is equally our wisdom and our duty also to show to the civil power, that
it has nothing to fear from the progress of Missions, since a real follower of Christ must
resist the example of his Great Master, and all the precepts the Bible contains on this
subject, before he can become disloyal.  Converted heathens, being brought over to the
religion of their Christian Governors, if duly instructed, are much more likely to love
them, and be united to them, than subjects of a different religion.

To bear the faults of our native brethren, so as to reprove them with tenderness, and set
them right in the necessity of a holy conversion, is a very necessary duty.  We should
remember the gross darkness in which they were so lately involved, having never had
any just and adequate ideas of the evil of sin, or its consequences.  We should also
recollect how backward human nature is in forming spiritual ideas, and entering upon a
holy self-denying conversation.  We ought not, therefore even after many falls, to give
up and cast away a relapsed convert while he manifests the least inclination to be washed
from his filthiness.

In walking before native converts, much care and circumspection are absolutely
necessary.  The falls of Christians in Europe have not such a fatal tendency as they must
have in this country, because there the word of God always commands more attention
than the conduct of the most exalted Christian.  But here those around us, in consequence
of the little knowledge of the Scriptures, must necessarily take our conduct as a specimen
of what Christ looks for in his disciples.  They know only the Saviour and his doctrine as
they shine forth in us.

In conversing with the wives of the native converts, and leading them into the ways of
Christ, so that they may be an ornament to the Christian cause, and make known the
Gospel to the native women, we hope always to have the assistance of the females who
have embarked with us in the mission.  We see that in primitive times the Apostles were
very much assisted in their great work by several pious females.  The great value of female
help may easily be appreciated if we consider how much the Asiatic women are shut up
from the men, and especially from men of another caste.  It behoves (sic) us, therefore, to
afford to our European sisters all possible assistance in acquiring the language, that they
may, in every way which Providence may open to them, become instrumental in
promoting the salvation of the millions of native women who are in a great measure
excluded from all opportunities of hearing the word from the mouths of European
missionaries.  A European sister may do much for the cause in this respect, by promoting
the holiness, and stirring up the zeal, of the female converts.  A real missionary becomes in
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a sense a father to his people.  If he feels all their welfare and company that a father does
in the midst of his children, they will feel all that freedom with, and confidence in him
which he can desire.  He will be wholly unable to lead them on in a regular and happy
manner, unless they can be induced to open their minds to him, and unless a sincere and
mutual esteem subsist on both sides.

8. Promote Native Leadership: Another part of our work is the forming of our native
brethren to usefulness, fostering every kind of genius, and cherishing every gift and
grace with them.  In this respect we can scarcely be too lavish of our attention to their
improvement.  It is only by means of native preachers that we can hope for the universal
spread of the Gospel throughout this immense continent.  Europeans are too few, and
their subsistence costs too much for us ever to hope that they can possibly be the
instruments of the universal diffusion of the word amongst so many millions of souls
spread over such a large portion of the habitable globe.  Their incapability of bearing the
intense heat of the climate in perpetual itineracies, and the heavy expenses of their
journeys, not to say anything of the prejudices of the natives against the very presence of
Europeans, and the great difficulty of becoming fluent in their languages, render it
absolute duty to cherish native gifts, and to send forth as many native preachers as
possible.  If the practice of confining the ministry of the word to a single individual in a
church be once established amongst us, we despair of the Gospel's ever making much
progress in India by our means.  Let us therefore use every gift, and continually urge on
our native brethren to press upon their countrymen the glorious Gospel of the blessed
God.

Still further to strengthen the cause of Christ in this country, and, as far as in our power,
to give it a permanent establishment, even when the efforts of Europeans may fail, we
think it our duty, as soon as possible, to advise the native brethren who may be formed in
separate churches, to choose their pastors and deacons from amongst their own
countrymen, that the word may be steadily preached, and the ordinances of Christ
administered, in each church by the native minister, as much as possible without
interference of the missionary of the district who will constantly superintend their
affairs, giving them advice in cases of order and discipline, and correct any errors into
which they may fall, and who joying and beholding their order, and their steadfastness of
their faith in Christ, may direct his efforts continually to the planting of new churches in
other places, and to the spread of the Gospel throughout his district as much as in his
power.  By this means the unity of the missionary character will be preserved, all the
missionaries will still form one body, each one moveable as the good of the cause may
require, the different native churches will also naturally have to care and provide for
their ministers, for their church expense, the raising of places of worship, etc., and the
whole administration will assume a native aspect, by which means the inhabitants will
more readily identify the cause as belonging to their own nation, and their prejudices at
falling into the hands of Europeans will entirely vanish.  It may be hoped too that the
pastors of these churches, and the members in general, will feel a new energy in
attempting to spread the Gospel, when they shall thus freely enjoy the privileges of the
Gospel amongst themselves.
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Under the divine blessing, if, in the course of a few years, a number of native churches
be thus established, from them the Word of God may sound out even to the extremes of
India, and numbers of preachers being raised up and sent forth, may form a body of
native missionaries, inured to the climate, acquaint ed with the customs, language,
modes of speech and reasoning of the inhabitants; able to become perfectly familiar with
them, to enter their houses, to live upon their food, to sleep with them, or under a tree;
and who may travel from one end of the country to the other almost without any
expense.  These churches will be in no immediate danger of falling into errors of
disorders, because the whole of their affairs will be constantly superintended, by a
European missionary.

The advantages of this plan are so evident, that to carry it into complete effect ought to
be our continued concern.  That we may discharge the important obligations of watching
over these infant churches when formed, and of urging them to maintain a steady
discipline, to hold forth the clear and cheering light of evangelical truth in this region
and shadow of death, and to walk in all respects as those who have been called out of the
darkness into marvellous light, we should continually go to the Source of all grace and
strength for it.  If to become the shepherd of one church be a most solemn and weight
charge, what must it be to watch over a number of churches just raised from the state of
heathenism, and placed at a distance from each other?

We have thought it our duty not to change the names of native converts, observing from
Scripture that the Apostles did not change those of the first Christians turned from
heathenism, as the names Epaphroditus, Phoebe, Fortunatus, Sylvanus, Apollos, Hermes,
Junia, Narcissus, etc., prove.  Almost all these names were derived from those of heathen
gods.  We think the great object which Divine Providence has in view in causing the
Gospel to be promulgated in the world, is not the changing of the names, the dress, the
food, and the innocent usages of mankind, but to produce a moral and divine change in
the hearts and conduct of men.  It would not be right to perpetuate the names of heathen
gods amongst Christians, neither is it necessary or prudent to give a new name to every
man after his conversion, as hereby the economy of families, neighbourhoods, etc.,
would be needlessly disturbed.  In other respects, we think it our duty to lead our
brethren by example, by mild persuasion, and by opening and illuminating their minds in
a gradual way rather than use authoritative means.  By this they learn to see the evil of a
custom, and then to despise and forsake it; whereas in cases where force is used, though
they may leave off that which is wrong while in our presence, at not having seen the evil
of it, they are in danger of using hypocrisy, and of doing that out of our presence which
they dare not do in it.

9. Translate Scripture: It becomes us also to labour with all our might in forwarding
translations of the sacred Scriptures in the languages of Hindoostan.  The help which God has
afforded us already in this work is a loud call to us to "go forward."  So far, therefore, as God
has qualified us to learn those languages which are necessary, we consider it our bounden
duty to apply ourselves with unwearied assiduity in acquiring them.  We consider the
publication of the Divine Word throughout India as an object which we ought never to give
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up till accomplished, looking to the Fountain of all knowledge and strength to qualify us for
this great work, and to carry us through it to the praise of His Holy name.

It becomes us to use all assiduity in explaining and distributing the Divine Word on all
occasions, and by every means in our power to excite the attention and the reverence of the
natives towards it, as the fountain of eternal truth and the Message of Salvation to men.  It is
our duty also to distribute, as extensively as possible, the different religious tracts which are
published.  Considering how much the diffusion of the knowledge of Christ depends upon a
liberal and constant distribution of the Word, and of these tracts, all over the country, we
should keep this continually in mind, and watch all opportunities of putting even single tracts
into the hands of those persons with whom we occasionally meet.  We should endeavour to
ascertain where large assemblies of the natives are to be found, that we may attend upon
them, and gladden whole villages at once with the tidings of salvation.

The establishment of native free schools is also an object highly important to the future
conquests of the Gospel.  Of this very pleasing and interesting part of our missionary labours,
we should endeavour not to be unmindful.  As opportunities are afforded, it becomes us to
establish, visit, and encourage these institutions, and to recommend the establishment of
them to other Europeans.  The progress of divine light is gradual, both as it respects
individuals and nations.  Whatever therefore tends to increase the body of holy light in these
dark regions is "as bread cast upon the waters to be seen after many days."  In many ways the
progress of individual events is preparing Hindoos for casting their idols to the moles and
bats, and for becoming a part of the chosen generations, the royal priesthood, the holy nation.
Some parts of missionary labours very properly tend to present conversion of the heathen,
and others to the ushering in the glorious period when "a nation shall be born in a day."  Of
the latter kind are native free schools.

10. Importance of Prayer and Personal Devotion: That which, as a means, is to fit us for the
discharge of these laborious and unutterable important labours, is the being instant in prayer,
and the cultivation of personal religion.  Let us ever have in remembrance the examples of
those who have been most eminent in the work of God.  Let us often look at Brainerd, in the
woods of America, pouring out his very soul before God for the perishing heathen, without
whose salvation nothing could make him happy.  Prayer secret, fervent, believing prayer, lies
at the foot of all personal godliness.  A competent knowledge of the languages current where
a missionary lives, a mild and winning temper, and a heart giving up on closet religion, these
are the attainments which, more than all knowledge, or all other gifts, will fit us to become
the instruments of God in the great work of Human Redemption.  Let us then ever be united
in prayer at stated seasons whatever distance may separate us, and let each one of us lay it
upon his heart that we will seek to be fervent in spirit, wrestling with God, till He famish
these idols and cause the heathen to experience the blessedness that is in Christ.

11. We Claim Nothing.  We Belong to God.  Finally, let us give ourselves up unreservedly to
this glorious cause.  Let us never think that our time, our gifts, our strength, our families, or
even the clothes we wear, are our own.  Let us sanctify ourselves for His work!  Let us ever
shut out the idea of laying up a dowry for ourselves or our children.  If we give up the
resolution which was formed on the subject of private trade, when we first united at
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Serampore, the Mission from that hour is a lost cause.  A worldly spirit, quarrels and every
evil work will succeed the moment it is admitted that each brother may do something on his
own account.  Woe to that man who shall ever make the smallest movement toward such a
measure.  Let us continually watch against a worldly spirit, and cultivate a Christian
indifference towards every indulgence.  Rather let us bear hardness as good soldiers of Jesus
Christ, and endeavour to learn in every state to be content.

If in this way we are enabled to glorify God, with our bodies and spirit which are His, - our
wants will be His care.  No private family ever enjoyed a greater portion of happiness, even
in the most prosperous gale of worldly prosperity than we have done since we resolved to
have all things in common, and that no one should pursue his business for his own exclusive
advantage.  If we are enabled to persevere in the same principles, we may hope that
multitudes of converted souls will have reason to bless God to all eternity for sending His
Gospel into this country.

To keep these ideas alive in our minds, we resolve that this Agreement shall be read
publicly, at every station, at our three annual meetings, vis., on the first Lord's day in
January, in May, and in October.
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Discussion Questions
on The Serampore Compact of 1805

1. Why Are We Here?  (a) Identify in this paragraph the basic assumptions of
the team.  (b) In the winning of souls, what part does each Person of the
Trinity play?  (c) What is man’s responsibility?

2. The Infinite Value of the Human Soul.  (a) In what way is the value of a
human soul a factor in, the endeavours of the missionary?  Eternal judgment
for sin? The example of Jesus? What did the Serampore Compact anticipate
with reference to Hindu idolatry?

3. Importance of Research.  What is the significance of anthropological studies,
understanding the lifestyle and world view of the Indian people in
communicating the gospel to them?

4. Avoid Unnecessary Offences.  Why is cultural sensitivity important in
evangelising the Hindu?  In what ways are the Moravians and the Quakers
role models in this regard?

5. Get Out with the People.  How does mingling and conversing with the
populace relate to the preaching of the Gospel two or three times a week?

6. Make Christ Central.  What is the significance in history of the preaching of
Christ crucified among the Apostles, the Reformers, the preachers of the
Great Awakening (Whitefield and Wesley)?  Why were the Moravians so
successful in their missionary outreach?

7. Be Accessible, Patient and Fair.  Describe the place of confidence-building
by the missionary in his/her ministry and how accessibility, patience, fairness
and sacrifice contribute to confidence-building.

8. Work Diligently with New Converts.  How should the instruction of new
converts be done in the light of their being ostracized by their families,
friends, and peers in the work place, in some cases even losing their
employment because of their new faith in Christ?  What should be the
attitude of the missionary toward the civil government?  Why?  How should
the missionary handle the faults of the new convert in the light of his/her low
view of sin and ignorance of the Scriptures that prevails?  Why is the
missionary's position as a role-model so important?  Explain the importance
of the woman missionary in the Hindu culture.

9. Promote Native Leadership.  What is the role of the missionary as the
churches multiply, electing their own pastors and deacons?  Why is inductive
teaching to be preferred over authoritarian instruction?
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10. Translate Scripture.  Describe the priority of language learning, Scripture
translation and distribution, the development of literacy programs and
publication of Christian literature in missionary work.  What is the
importance of establishing Christian schools in the evangelistic church
planting efforts of missionary outreach?

11. Importance of Prayer and Personal Devotion.  Explain the importance of
prayer and the development of the personal devotion of the missionary.
What relevance does David Brainerd have as a role model in this regard?

12. We Claim Nothing.  We Belong to God.  What does the servant of God own?
Discuss giving ourselves up unreservedly to the glorious cause, watching
against a worldly spirit, which will prevent the mission from being a lost
cause.  Explain contentment as a principle to glorify God with our bodies and
spirit which are His.

13. What use was made of the Compact by the missionaries?
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APPENDIX 1

THE QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

PART 1: THE TASK

1. What does God’s Word teach about every Christian’s responsibility to take the Gospel to
the whole world?  (Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8).  Is this command optional?

Every Christian has the responsibility to help complete Christ’s commandment in Matthew 28:19,
20 and Acts 1:8.  It isn’t optional.  We all should participate in it, in one way or another.  We ought
to promote the cause of missions.  In his ‘Enquiry’, Carey stipulated four ways in which we can
participate: (a) He made a call for prayer and a renewed theology  (b) He wrote of the need for a
plan ….. a team of Christians serious about doing something about missions  (c) He said that the
missionary adventure needed those willing to give.  (d) He called for people to GO.

2. What made Carey an unlikely candidate for becoming “The Father of Modern Missions”?
Discuss what qualities are found in a “likely candidate.”

(a) He came from a poor, lowly family of farm labourers.
(b) He had a limited education, finishing school at age 12.
(c) He was a cobbler by day and a village schoolmaster by night.
(d) He didn’t belong to the official religion (Anglican) and so was despised.
(e) He didn’t have the support of his wife and had a large family of 6 children of whom two

daughters died before the age of two (in England).
(f) His health wasn’t good.  He had problems with his skin and was adversely affected by the heat

and sun, and in India it was extremely hot.  At 23 years of age he became bald because of a
fever.  (His daughter Ann died of the same fever).

(g) He had very little backing from his church and the Baptist Association and his financial support
was minimal (Equal to about 20 U.S. dollars).

But he wasn’t put off.  In spite of everything, he to used the maximum his ability for languages and
taught himself Greek, Hebrew and Latin.  He studied Captain Cook’s diaries about his journeys of
exploration and the countries he mentioned.  He had ten years’ experience as a pastor and was a
student of the Word.  He was very disciplined and was influenced by both well-known and not so
well-known Christians of his day; also his father with his concern for the education of girls, the
example of his faith in God and his right attitudes.  Carey had strong convictions and didn’t give
up, nor did he become discouraged.

A likely candidate will have many of these same qualities: a firm faith in God, a sure conviction of
the call to missions, self-discipline, experience in ministry, a deep knowledge of the Word, an
ability to persevere in the face of discouragement.

3. Carey was SURE of a calling from God.  Does every Christian have a calling?  Why?
What do you think are several basic elements in determining God’s “call”?

       A call is an inner conviction, a growing passion based on the knowledge of the world’s needs.
There exists a general call and a specific call.  Matthew 28:18-20 is a general call; a specific call is
to go to a particular place to exercise a specific ministry.  Every Christian ought to have a clear call
to serve the Lord, whether in “secular” work or in the church.  The Lordship of Christ is vital.  If a
Christian hasn’t consecrated his life to the Lord, he cannot hear His voice.
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Basic elements in determining God’s specific call would include: God speaking through his Word,
the confirmation of spiritual leaders and those who best know you, the opening up of
circumstances, peace from the Lord, etc.  That is, there are both subjective and objective elements.

In Carey’s case he was willing to go (subjective) and at first considered the South Seas because of
Captain Cook’s diaries.  Then he had an invitation to Sierra Leone, but finally the Lord led him to
India through meeting up with Dr. John Thomas.

On the objective side there was (1) Confirmation from his colleagues (2) The opening of doors for
him to go to India and his colleagues’ willingness to send him.  Even so, he was opposed by his
father and by his wife.

4. What is the role of the church in confirming the calling of an individual?

Acts 13:1-3 shows us the importance of the call being confirmed by the church who knows the
person.

5. How might an apparent conflict between “the calling of God” and other responsibilities
(such as family, business, etc.) be resolved?  Dr. Ramesh Richard: “The bond of marriage
cannot be broken, but the call of God cannot be avoided and the bond of marriage comes
underneath the call of God.”  Talk about this delicate situation.  When the missionary call
is considered today, both the husband and wife must receive a clear call of God.  Discuss
these ideas.  (1 Peter 3:6)

 Dr. Ramesh Richard said, “It would be great if they are both called but we are aware of situations
as early as Abraham.  Abraham was called of God and Sarah, because she was called to the
marriage, was willing to follow Abraham and I think that was what happened in Carey’s case.”
For Dorothy’s good, it would probably have been better for them to return to England, but for the
good of India, it was as well that they didn’t.

In fact, as a result of what happened to Carey’s wife, missionary societies today are concerned
about the wife’s call as well as the husband’s.

In a situation of this type we should pray that God will change the spouse’s attitude, and wait for
the Lord’s time.  God’s timing is different from ours.  We should also share with our leader or
pastor and submit ourselves to them.  While we wait on the Lord we can seek Him and be growing
spiritually.

ADDITIONAL WORK

1. In the Apostle Paul’s conversion in Acts 22:1-10, what dynamic decision is clear in verse
10?

The readiness to do his will, making him Lord of his life.

2. Discuss Carey’s understanding of what it meant to let Christ be Lord of his life.

This is an open question without a set ‘right’ answer.  Encourage the students not only to answer,
but also to apply their answers to their own lives.
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PART TWO: THE TRIALS

Read James 1:2-3

1. How can we speak meaningfully of the sufferings endured by the servants of Christ in the
light of God’s Word?

2. How can James speak of trials as something in which to rejoice?

None of us ought to be surprised if we suffer.  While there is sin there will be suffering.  In addition,
Jesus promised us suffering, persecution and even death!  Nevertheless, suffering makes us patient;
through suffering we gain understanding, grow in faith and can comfort others when they are going
through the same fire.  The attitude to take when going through suffering is to recognise that it’s only
temporal; what counts is the eternal, and through suffering God wants to prepare us for eternity.  The
Bible teaches, too, that there are rewards in heaven for those who suffer for righteousness’ sake here, as
well as those who suffer to spread the Gospel. (1Tim 3:12; Rom 8:17; Matt 5:10-12, etc.).

3. Read 2 Cor. 11:23-29.  What were the sufferings of Paul?  How many were physical, spiritual
and interpersonal?  Were they avoidable?

According to this passage, almost none of Paul’s sufferings were spiritual.  Almost all are physical,
except for v26: bandits, his own people, the Gentiles and false brethren, which refer to people.  It’s not
likely that Paul would have been able to avoid these problems unless he had left off preaching the
Gospel.  He didn’t give up because he recognised the call of God upon his life, and he had passion and
vision.

4. What were some of the many trials faced by the Carey family?

Carey passed through poverty, hunger, illnesses, many changes, danger, his son’s death, his wife’s
afflictions, loneliness and the opposition of the East India Company to preach the Gospel.

5. What shaping influence did they have on Carey?

Through these tribulations, Carey grew in patience and achieved much through his persistence and
tenacity.  They made him humble before God, not allowing him to get proud.

6. Also he suffered severe doubts and bouts of depression.  What sustained him and gave him
courage to go on?

His attitude was that described by Dr. Ramesh Richard, “Carey was willing to pay the price.  He wasn’t
there for his own benefit but for the glory of God.”  What an attitude!  He was conscious of God’s
sovereignty in his suffering.  He saw it as a means to keep him humble, depending completely on God
(Rom 8:17,18; 2 Cor. 4:1-17).

7. Dr. Richard states: “Carey was more interested in the Lordship of Christ than in his
hardships.”  Also from Carey’s viewpoint “if the cause of Jesus Christ is important, then the
costs are irrelevant.”  How do you respond to these comments?

This is an open question with no set ‘right’ answer.
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8. To what degree should we look for signs of success as confirming God’s calling and as an
indication of God’s blessing?  What is success?   What are the yardsticks for success for the
servant of God?  How does this differ from the usual secular standards?

Success is to do the will of God.  Our faithfulness and obedience is measured by what use we make of
the gifts and opportunities that God gives us.  The standards and expectations of the secular world are
those of immediate and visible results.  We need to look at things in the long term, with the Lord’s eyes
(1 Cor 3:4-15; 1 Cor 13).  Visible success doesn’t necessarily mean we’ve been called by God nor does
lack of visible success mean we are out of God’s will for our lives.  Much depends on the place
(difficult or easy), the type of ministry, the spiritual openness and our gifts and capabilities.  (E.g. A
young violinist in a concert received much applause from the audience, but he wasn’t moved by it as he
had his eyes fixed on his teacher.  When he finished playing, he saw his teacher move his head in a sign
of approval and then he accepted the applause.  What was the measure of his success?  The approval of
his teacher!).

We need to seek to be faithful in the use of our gifts.  The person who had five talents and the one who
had two both used them 100% and both were rewarded 100% (Matt 25:14-30).  We should work in
love (1 Cor 13) and submission to the Lord’s will.

What does God require of you?

To be faithful to your calling, use the gifts He has given you, and live a life of love.  It would be great
to have ‘results’ and blessings, but that’s not everything.  We shouldn’t seek ‘success’ as the sign.

9. What can we learn from the Careys’ marriage?

It’s important that the wife be submissive and that she supports her husband, sharing his vision; also
that the husband considers the wife in his decision-making.

We can learn that:
      1.  A happy home under the Lordship of Christ brings much fruit and is an example for others.
      2.  We need to see the context of Carey’s time.  In those days the man took the decisions for the

family with little consideration for the personal needs of the wife.  But today, things are
different and husband and wife need to seek God’s will together.

3. Because of what happened with Dorothy, missionary societies today seriously consider the
wife’s call, and her preparation, along with the husband’s.

PART 3: THE TEAM

Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-16; 3:5-9; 12:4-13

1. The book of 1 Corinthians was written to address problems in the young church in that
notorious Greek seaport city.  Division among the believers was one of the crisis issues Paul
spoke to.  Reflect upon the above passages to discuss what Paul teaches about teamwork,
interdependence, mutual respect, and oneness in the body of Christ.

Paul speaks of the need to be united and not following men, but Christ, that we all have a part to play in
the Body of Christ and that no one is more important than another.  We are all servants and need to
recognise our need of one another.
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2. What did the arrival of new recruits mean for Carey?  What specific differences did you
notice in him after they came?

The new recruits were a great blessing to Carey.  They greatly encouraged him to keep going; they
constituted a strong and well-formed team.  He was able to delegate responsibilities and projects to the
team which allowed him to dedicate himself more fully to his call.  They gave him moral support and
help for his wife and children.  His ministry flowered and multiplied.  There were financial resources
from the press and the schools.  He had more freedom to minister because Hannah helped him with the
care of his sons and under the Danish Crown he found protection and help.  Later on, he also found
happiness and joy in his marriage to Charlotte.

3.  Do you think we would have ever heard of William Carey if he had not found a mutually
supportive community of faith and outreach?

It would have been more difficult for him to achieve all that he did.  It’s probable that we wouldn’t
have heard of him, even though he was a persevering man and would probably have published the
Bengali Bible on his own.  Although we don’t hear much about his colabourers, they helped and
encouraged him greatly.  We’d probably never have known of Carey if he’d preferred to work alone.

Nevertheless, from 1 Corinthians 3:5-9, we recognise that it’s God alone who deserves the glory for the
growth of His Kingdom.  A person may accomplish the first step in the work, according to the will of
God, but it depends on others to finish it.  We shouldn’t seek to do everything.  Jesus Christ must be
the only foundation and it’s God who gives the ‘seed’ to the sower and water to the one who ‘waters’,
and who makes the whole thing productive, giving the growth.

4.  Was their experience unique to their time and place, or does it help teach us about how to
carry on ministry and missions in any age?

Yes and no. Carey didn’t have all the gifts to do everything.  He would have worked with Dr. John
Thomas if the circumstances had allowed it.  God does things in His time, and six years later the team
was formed.  Working in a team generally gives better results over the long term and allows the work
to continue even if a worker leaves the country.  Also it multiplies the efforts of the individual,
allowing his gifts to be complemented by others’ gifts.  There is no doubt that, normally, working in a
team achieves more than the individual can working alone.

5. Carey invited Krishna to share a meal with the believers.  What did this mean culturally?
What was the significance of the baptism of Krishna Pal?

To eat with the Christians meant breaking caste and risk being persecuted and rejected by his own
people.  His baptism was a clear identification with the Christians and a definite break from Hinduism.
The baptism of Pal was also the first fruit of the harvest and of great encouragement to keep going.

The equivalent for a believer today would depend on his culture.  For a Hindu, the same action of
eating with others not of his caste could be a definite act that shows his sincerity in wanting to follow
Christ.  For a Muslim, the act of baptism would be the equivalent.

6.   What ministry opportunities did Hannah create for the team?

Hannah created opportunities through her work in the girls’ school, and brought in personal financial
resources.  Her administration of the domestic affairs of the community freed the others to carry on
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with other ministries.  She also supported Carey and his family, caring for Dorothy and being a mother
to his children.  Joshua Marshman and William Ward were the ones who led Carey’s sons to the Lord.

ADDITIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Consider some of the living options that may be available for a missionary family.  E.g. To
choose communal living in one location as Carey and his co-workers did or for each
family to live in a different area.  Can you think of other possibilities?

          Open question.

2. Carey was correct: Transparency and settling differences immediately demands top
priority.  Examine 1 John 1:7,1 Peter 1:22 and Hebrews 3:13 very carefully.  Currently,
do you have a plan for maintaining integrity and transparency with other Christians?
How do you remain as ‘one’?

PART 4: THE TRIUMPH

Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

1. What principles of cooperation and joint effort do we see exhibited by Carey and
Ramohan Roy?

Carey and Ramohan Roy concentrated on the points they had in common, that which united them,
rather than argue interminably over their differences.  We must be careful not to judge him for
cooperating with non-believers.  Without Roy, it could have been argued that the campaign against
sati was only a foreigner’s point of view.  Also, Roy carried weight with the Hindu leaders that
Carey could never have had.

2. What do you make of the fact that Carey saw great value in Indian culture and literature
(that which was not in conflict with the Scriptures) that he felt should be recaptured and
used effectively?

Carey translated literary classics and even the shastris, the Hindu Scriptures from Sanskrit into the
vernacular, Bengali.  We need to understand his reasons: he wanted to show that in their own Hindu
Scriptures the inhuman practices such as sati were not required by their gods.  He wanted to argue
against the Brahmins’ (the Hindu religious leaders) demands using their own Scriptures.

His literary work helped him to master Sanskrit in order to be able to translate the Bible into that
language as Sanskrit was considered by the Brahmin to be the only holy language.   Through the
translation work he also got to understand the culture much better.

Thirdly, it had economic benefits as there was a high demand for these books in Bengali and the
money raised financed the publication of the Bible in other languages.

3. How do we reply to the frequent criticism that Christianity comes in as a foreign element
and does damage to the native culture?
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We cannot avoid changing cultures.  All over the world companies such as Coca Cola and
McDonald’s provoke cultural changes; also colonisation, the television and other means of
communication, etc.  but the anthropologists choose to ignore this.  Christianity does change
cultures but rather than damage the native culture it complements it.

4. Should Carey have interfered in the religious customs of sati?  Why or why not?

In every culture there are good, bad and neutral things.  It’s the bad things that we ought to seek to
change.  For example, sati was a practice that is bad in the sight of common morality, not just
Christian morality.

5. How did Carey change and grow over the years in understanding:
a.) his own gifts and calling
b.) why he was called to go to India
c.) how the long-term interests of the Gospel might best be served?

a) He went to India to preach and convert the natives.  Later on, he came to realise that his gifts
lay in the translation of the Bible and in teaching.

b) At first, he thought he had been called to preach, but in the long term, through Bible translation
and through his teaching of science, astronomy, geography, agriculture, etc. he influenced a
whole generation of Indians, educating and changing their mentality in every area of life.

c) He began by thinking to convert some through his preaching, but God’s plan was much wider:
flavour the Indian culture in many different ways, and generate the whole modern missionary
movement.

6. Can you imagine what strategies Carey might urge if he were alive today?

It would depend on the country to which he went.  He would use all possible methods to
evangelise, according to the need: Bible translation, literacy programmes, etc. and seek a way to
take these methods to those most needing them.  Surely he would make the most use possible of
computers and other media.  He would urge working in cooperation with other mission agencies
and working in teams.

ADDITIONAL HOMEWORK

1. Carey was an “overcomer.”  He sought to view all circumstances from an eternal
perspective.  Obedience to Christ was his controlling motivation.  Like Count von
Zinzendorf, leader of the Moravian missionaries (and great inspiration to Carey), he had
but one passion: Christ!  The printing house fire proved to be but another step in Carey’s
growth in likeness to Christ.  Consider the words of an early Church leader, “Joyfully
yield yourself to the circumstances of His choice!”

2. Carey did not blame Satan as the culprit but instead he saw God’s sovereignty.  What
lessons can we learn in his attitude?  Why did God allow it?

We can learn, like Carey, to see all as coming from, or allowed by God and that, indeed, all things
do work together for good to those that love Him, because through them the Lord is seeking to
make us more like Jesus.  This He does by making us more dependent on him and teaching us to
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trust Him even when all seems dark.  Carey saw God’s hand in the fire to humble him, to draw him
closer to Himself and to show him that no man should get the glory.

3. What was the result of the fire?

The work of Carey and his team became well-known all over the Christian world and finances
poured in to help replace the losses – more than they needed.  Better translations were produced the
second time round and Carey and the others were transformed into humbler men, recognising that it
was God´s work and that He could do it without them if He so pleased.

4. Study 1 Thes. 5:18.  Consider this passage as a guide to missionaries.  How should we put
it into practice?  What were the circumstances, pressures and trials that brought Carey to
maturity as God’s man in India?

5. In harmony with their gifts the Serampore Trio spelled out their job descriptions, giving
them clear focus as to their mission.  Discuss how important this is—especially with multi-
cultural and multi-national partnerships.
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APPENDIX 2
THE SERAMPORE COMPACT

THE QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

1. Why Are We Here?  (a) Identify in this paragraph the basic assumptions of
the team.  (b) In the winning of souls, what part does each Person of the
Trinity play?  (c) What is man’s responsibility?

(a) They had two main assumptions: that they were there because God had sent
them, that is, with His authority; that people need the salvation (redemption)
that is in Christ.

(b) God gives the growth; He is sovereign in choosing and adding to His Church
whom He pleases; the Son is the Redeemer who gave His life for the salvation
of souls; the Holy Spirit brings conviction and faith for salvation.

(c) Man has the responsibility to do all he can to persuade men to be reconciled
with God, to be wise and zealous fishers of men.

2. The Infinite Value of the Human Soul.  (a) In what way is the value of a human
soul a factor in the endeavours of the missionary?  Eternal judgment for sin?
The example of Jesus? (b) What did the Serampore Compact anticipate with
reference to Hindu idolatry?

(a) A soul’s infinite value ought to motivate the missionary to make every effort; also
the fact that there is eternal judgement for those who don’t believe in Christ.
Jesus’ example in giving His life for the lost ought to be another strong motivation
to the missionary to give his all without fainting or getting discouraged.

(b) They saw Hindu idolatry as a superstition, wrongful worship and something to be
renounced.

3. Importance of Research.  What is the significance of anthropological studies,
understanding the lifestyle and worldview of the Indian people in
communicating the gospel to them?

These things are very important in order to be able to remove any obstacle to the
communication of the Gospel.  They had to understand how the people thought in
order to present the Gospel to them in a way that they would comprehend.  They also
had to show that they weren’t ignorant of their customs so as to gain a hearing and not
be seen as savages.

4. Avoid Unnecessary Offences.  Why was cultural sensitivity important in
evangelising the Hindus?  (b) In what ways are the Moravians and the
Quakers role models in this regard?

(a) In order not to cause unnecessary offence or prejudice against the Gospel.  If the
Hindus had seen that the missionaries didn’t even know the basic courtesies of
their culture, this would have created a barrier in their minds which may have well
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prevented them listening to them.  Neither would they have listened if the
missionaries had attacked their culture.

(b) The Moravians and the Quakers were willing to humble themselves before the
indigenous peoples of North America in order to gain their sympathy and a hearing
for the Gospel.

5. Get Out with the People.  How does mingling and conversing with the populace
relate to the preaching of the Gospel two or three times a week?

Many people are satisfied with planned, formal evangelism alone.  But our attitude
should be of such a passion for Christ, and for souls, that we speak of Him at every
opportunity.

6. Make Christ Central.  (a) What is the significance in the history of the Church
of the preaching of Christ crucified among the Apostles, the Reformers, the
preachers of the Great Awakening (Whitefield and Wesley)?  (b) Why were
the Moravians so successful in their missionary outreach?

(a) In the most fervent periods of Church history, preaching has always been focussed
on the Person and work of Jesus Christ as the central point of the Gospel.

(b)  Because the central theme of their preaching was the expiation of Christ.

7. Be Accessible, Patient and Fair.  Describe the place of confidence building by
the missionary in his/her ministry and how accessibility, patience, fairness and
sacrifice contribute to confidence building.

Confidence building is essential because if there is no confidence in the missionary, no
one will listen to his message.  Accessibility, etc. help people feel comfortable in the
missionary’s presence and willing to listen to him.

8. Work Diligently with New Converts.  (a) How should the instruction of new
converts be done in the light of their being ostracised by their families, friends,
and peers in the work place, in some cases even losing their employment
because of their new faith in Christ?  (b) What should be the attitude of the
missionary toward the civil government?  Why?  (c) How should the
missionary handle the faults of the new convert in the light of his/her low view
of sin and ignorance of the Scriptures that prevails?  (d) Why is the
missionary's position as a role model so important?  (e) Explain the
importance of the woman missionary in the Hindu culture.

(a) It’s necessary to help them to become solidly planted and rooted in God, treating
them with patience and, if necessary, helping them to get other work which avoids
the temptation to sin, having compassion for them for the sacrifices they have
made to follow Christ.

(b) The missionary ought to respect the civil government because the Bible teaches
submission to the civil authorities and loyalty to the State.  He also needs to be a



A2-3

good example in this to the new believers so that the authorities see that Christians
are the best citizens and that they need not fear the preaching of the Gospel.

(c) The missionary ought to be patient with the new believers’ faults, realising that
they come from a background without any correct notion of sin.  They ought not to
give up instructing them nor reject them, even though they fall many times, while
they show the least inclination to repentance.

(d) Missionaries need to be good role models especially where there is little or no
knowledge of the Scriptures or, perhaps, no Scriptures at all in the language
because they are the only instruction that the new believers have.

(e) In Hindu Culture woman missionaries are very important because Hindu women
can only be contacted by other women.

9. Promote Native Leadership.  (a) What is the role of the missionary as the
churches multiply, electing their own pastors and deacons?  (b) Why is
inductive teaching to be preferred over authoritarian instruction?

(a) Missionaries should seek to promote national leadership as soon as possible so that
the church can take on a cultural form and not foreign and so that the church learns
quickly not to depend on the missionaries.  But the missionary should be a spiritual
father to the emerging leaders (mentor), advising in difficult cases and correcting
any doctrinal error.

(b) Authoritarian teaching changes the outward behaviour while the missionary is
present.  But it doesn’t change attitudes or convictions and this leads to hypocrisy,
and usually the believers revert to their old customs and beliefs when the
missionary is absent.  Inductive teaching, on the other hand, leads to the forming of
personal convictions so that the believers themselves initiate the changes.

10. Translate Scripture.  (a) Describe the priority of language learning (b)
Scripture translation and distribution (c) The development of literacy
programs and (d) The publication of Christian literature, in missionary work.
(e) What is the importance of establishing Christian schools in the evangelistic
church planting efforts of missionary outreach?

(a) It’s essential that the missionary has a good command of the language in order to
preach the Gospel in a way that will be understood.

(b) It’s also very important that the new believers have the Scriptures in their own
language as soon as possible in order to grow, become stable in their faith and
develop their Christian walk, as well as it being a very efficient way of spreading
the Gospel to other places.

(c) The believers need to be able to read in order to study the Scriptures and so grow
and become firm in the faith.  For that reason, literacy programmes are extremely
important, especially in countries where illiteracy is high.



A2-4

(d) After the Scriptures, other books and tracts are also important for evangelism,
teaching and helping the young church to grow.

(e) The relative importance of establishing Christian schools for the advance of the
Gospel will depend on the situation in the country.  If there are already many
schools that give a good education, it won’t be as necessary as in a country where
there are few or none.  Christian schools need to be seen as exercising a long-term
influence.

11. Importance of Prayer and Personal Devotion.  (a) Explain the importance of
prayer and the development of the personal devotion of the missionary.  (b)
What relevance does David Brainerd have as a role model in this regard?

(a) If the missionary doesn’t maintain a close walk with God, his work for the Lord
will suffer because it will be in his own strength and therefore not lasting.  Nor will
he develop the necessary meekness and sweetness that God always seeks in one
whom He uses as an instrument for His glory.

(b) David Brainerd is a great example of a self-denying and consecrated man.  This
was the result of spending much time with the Lord in intercession, rather than
having great gifts.

12. We Claim Nothing.  We Belong to God.  (a) What does the servant of God own?
(b) Discuss giving ourselves up unreservedly to the glorious cause, watching
against a worldly spirit, which will prevent the mission from being a lost
cause.  (c) Explain contentment as a principle to glorify God with our bodies
and spirit, which are His.

(a) He owns nothing and everything (in Christ).

(b) The worldly spirit of which they speak here is the idea of seeking one’s own
advantage and is incompatible with the call of Christ to “leave everything and
follow him”.  We cannot serve two masters, Jesus said, because the heart will
always go with one of the two (Matt 6.24).  So seeking personal advantage will
mean failure in serving God.

(c) To be content in all things shows that my trust is in my heavenly Father, that He
knows the best for me.  I am saying, “What I have is that which God knows I need,
and I need nothing more.”  This attitude glorifies God because it demonstrates trust
in His wisdom, love and sovereignty.

13.  What use was made of the Compact by the missionaries?

       They used it as a reminder of their goals, methods and of the right attitudes to adopt.
=================




