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“Where is God my maker, who giveth 
songs in the night?” Job 35:10b

It was on a fateful night in 1910 in the 
small town of Harrodsburg, Kentucky 
that a man found himself unable to sleep.  
He decided to get up from bed and 
walked over to the window to take in 
the darkened landscape.  Expecting per-
haps a tranquil moonlit scene, his eyes 
instead were met with horror as he saw 
flames racing across the field toward 
the neighbour’s house.  The alarm was 
raised and Mr. and Mrs. Vetch, owners of 
the home, fled just as the fire consumed 
their dwelling.  Sadly, their daughter 
Sarah and her three young 
sons were not able to es-
cape and died in the blaze.

Earlier that evening, 
a pastor named Luther 
Bridges had just finished 
up a series of special re-
vival meetings elsewhere in Kentucky.  
At age 26, Pastor Bridges had already 
gained a favourable reputation as a 
gifted evangelist and preacher.  He had 
gone to bed that night in anticipation 
of reuniting with his family, whom he 
had left in the care of his in-laws two 
weeks before.  How he wanted to share 
with his beloved Sarah all the wonder-
ful things God had done during the spe-

cial meetings. It was later that night Mr. 
Bridges was awoken and given the news 
that there had been a house-fire and his 
wife and boys had all perished.

In coping with the loss of his family, 
Bridges went on to pen the words and 
music to the now famous hymn, “He 
Keeps Me Singing.”

Chorus: Jesus, Jesus, Jesus—
Sweetest name I know, fills my 
ev’ry longing, keeps me singing 

as I go.
 
In 1914 Luther Bridges remarried and 

served for the next eigh-
teen years as an itinerant 
evangelist whose trav-
els took him across the 
southern United States 
and countries as far away 
as Belgium, Czechoslova-

kia and Russia.  After 1932 he served as 
a pastor in churches in North Carolina 
and Georgia until his death in 1948.

Although none of us would welcome 
the tragic events that shaped the young 
life of Luther Bridges, we can rest as-
sured that our same God still gives 
songs in the night.  May Jesus keep you 
singing!

focus
with Jack Caron, NBBI Faculty

from the editor: Our New Look
what’s up?: Spring Conference 2012

campus news: with N. Paterson
field trip: to Argentina

vice-president’s challenge
spring tours

in this issue

June 17-23 & 24-30
Our goal is to raise $25,000.
Watch for a full brochure in 
our next issue of the Open 

Bible Bulletin.
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March 20 - Harry Straub
Crossworld

March 21 - Gaston Jolicoeur
Gideons International

March 27 - Andrew Ardern
Cumberland Bay Baptist Church

March 29-30 - Pete & Carly Nichols
New Tribes Mission



2 Corinthians 12:9-10
Looking back over the years, I could 

say that I had the classic “Christian tes-
timony.” I was born into a Christian 
home, saved when I was young, dedi-
cated my life to God when I was 12, 
baptised the same year, and I am now 
at NBBI.

God has especially used NBBI to 
bring major changes in my life. When I 
came here as a freshman almost three 
years ago, I thought that I was coming 
for an education in Scripture, not prac-
tical life lessons. Looking back, I would 

have to say that, although classes have 
been amazing and I have learned a lot 
from them, the most valuable lessons 
have come through the practical appli-
cation of Scripture in my life.

One of the main lessons that I have 
learned is that I cannot do it in my own 
strength. Although it sometimes seems 
like I cannot go on, God has always 
been there to support and encourage 
me. Through Scripture, classes, friends, 
prayer and many other ways, God has 
always shown Himself faithful. Through 
my years at NBBI I have learned that 
God’s strength is sufficient for me and 
when I am weak, He is strong.

campus newsfrom the editor
with Natalie Paterson
senior class secretary

Larry Rushton

//Our New Look// Thank you 
for your patience over the last couple 
of months. We have been working to-
ward a full-colour bulletin and it has 
taken longer to get things set up than 
we anticipated. We trust that those 
who were having difficulty reading the 
small print on grey background will be 
able to see the new, larger print bet-
ter, especially since it is not black on 
grey. With this new, full-colour bulletin, 
we hope to attract more attention so 
a larger number of our readers will feel 
like picking up a copy and reading the 
excellent articles inside.

We will continue to keep you up-to-
date on what is happening on our cam-
pus, and in the lives of our students and 
staff. Good, Bible-related articles will 
be included each month. And, with the 

help of our alumni, we hope to include 
more news and updates from our past 
graduates. If you are an alumnus and 
would like to send us an update on 
what you are doing or share an excit-
ing event that has taken place in your 
ministry, drop us a line. Our email ad-
dress is bulletin@nbbi.ca and our mail-
ing address is Open Bible Bulletin, 2335 
Route 103, Victoria Corner NB  E7P 
1C7. Send photos of you and your min-
istry as well! Our space is limited so  
be brief. Don’t worry too much about 
grammar and sentence structure. We 
will edit it for you. Also, keep in mind, 
we do work a couple of months ahead 
of time.

We appreciate you, our readers. We 
want this bulletin to be read by as many 
people as possible because we believe 
you are part of our lifeline. You are the 
ones who pray for us, give to us and 
encourage us in so many ways. Thank 
you!

what’s up?
Spring Conference 2012

Guest Speaker
Dr. Ron Blue

Special Music
Timothy Mark

April 26-29
2012 Graduation exercises on April 29

//Celebration// This is a combi-
nation of information from Larry (’70) 
and Melissa (’69), and Jason (ABM ’01) 
and Ita Strout. We thought you may be 
interested in hearing what the Lord is 
doing in Santa Rosa, Argentina. 

field trip
to Santa Rosa, Argentinaconsidering nbbi?

Our hearts’ desire is to make godly disciples and devoted servant-leaders for 
Jesus Christ... men and women of character, wisdom and discernment who will 
impact the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If you have any questions, don’t 
hesitate to call our Registrar, Larry Rushton at 1-800-771-6224 or send him 

an email at registrar@nbbi.ca!



with Bob Booker

“We rejoice in what the Lord has 
done in the past few months here. The 
signing for the church property will be 
this Friday (October 18).

On Sunday, October 9th, we cel-
ebrated the 3rd anniversary of the 
church. It was great to remember how 
God has blessed us. It has not been 
easy and many times it has been a great 
struggle to get this church started. 
From the start we have felt opposition 

vice-president’s
challenge

family file
keep up on our grads

Births
September 9, 2007 -  to Peter and 
Renee (Palmer ’00) Simonitis, a son, 
Brandon Joseph.
December 23, 2011 - to Benja-
min (Assoc. 08) and Karis Blois, a son, 
Chesley William.
January 2, 2012 to Peter and Renee 
(Palmer ’00) Simonitis, a son, Anderson 
Jackson.

Homegoing
Elva K. (Kelly) Brewer, grad of 1952, 

husband of the late Fred Brewer (‘53) 
went home to be with the Lord on Oc-
tober 21, 2011. Fred and Elva served 
the Lord in the pastorate and as mis-
sionaries after graduating from NBBI, 
and in the later years, Elva had been 
teaching the senior ladies’ class at Plan-
tation Baptist Church in Florida.

Alumnews
by Robert Booker, Alumni Committee

If you graduated from NBBI in 
1952,1962,1972,1982,1992 or 2002 
watch this space and your mailbox for 
reunion information for Spring Con-
ference, April 26-29, 2012. If you are a 
former student of NBBI and would like 
to let others know what you are doing 
or would like to make contact with old 
friends and classmates, send family and 
career information to <bob.booker@
nbbi.ca> and we will place it in the bul-
letin under “Alumnews”.

 //The Obedience Chal-
lenge// Whenever we think of obe-
dience and disobedience we automati-
cally think of the nation of Israel and 
their vacillating relationship to God. I 
have been reading Leviticus, Numbers 
and Deuteronomy this month and 
noted three basic observations about 
Israel and our God - the disobedience 
of Israel, the consequences of disobedi-
ence and the continued faithfulness of 
God despite disobedience.

    The disobedience of Israel is easy 
to document, from the murmuring 
about food and water to the molding 

of a golden calf idol and much more. 
It is not my intention to enumerate all 
of our sins, or theirs, but we need to 
realize the seriousness of the sin of dis-
obedience. If the God of the universe 
commands or expects something of 
me then I need to respond and do it. I 
think the key to God’s thinking on obe-
dience is found in 1 Samuel 15 where 
King Saul did not fully obey God in 
destroying the Amalekites. Samuel con-
fronted Saul and made this statement, 
“To obey is better than sacrifice.” Saul’s 
excuse for disobedience becomes a 
lesson for us.

    The consequences of disobedi-
ence are obvious in the Old Testa-
ment as well. For instance, none of the 
original first generation of Israelites 
who left Egypt were allowed to enter 
the promised land except Caleb and 
Joshua. Even Moses was prohibited 
from entering because he hit the rock 
twice instead of simply speaking to it 
to give his people water, as God had 
instructed. What a sad moment per-
sonally for Moses when God brought 
him to Mount Pisgah and allowed him 
to see the new land, understanding that 

he would never enter it. Solomon put it 
well in Proverbs 9 when he said, “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom.” We must have reverence for our 
God whereby we understand the con-
sequences of disobedience.

    There are a number of instances 
where God proves His faithfulness to 
Israel. In Deuteronomy 3, the Lord re-
minds them that He is on their side 
and He will fight for them. In chapter 
2, He recounts the victories and the 
boundaries of Israel. In chapter 7, they 
are reminded of His love and blessing.

    Obedience to our Lord, through 
His Word, is the key to living this life 
with His blessing and in the victory He 
desires and provides for His children.

to this church plant, but we see and 
know that God is building His church 
here. One family is missing from the 
picture, they were not able to attend 
that day because of a car accident.

Last week we had the privilege of 
meeting Erica and Roberto who live 
on the same block as the church. Dur-
ing our visit, Roberto accepted the 
Lord as his Saviour. Erica is a Chris-
tian. Pray that the Lord will bless this 
young couple and that they will start 
coming to our church meetings.”

Study
to show thyself

unto
Approved
God...

ii Timothy 2:15
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This bulletin can be viewed on our website at www.nbbi.ca!
If you would like to be notified by email when our bulletin is posted online 
or if you no longer wish to receive this bulletin please email nbbi@nbbi.ca 

or call (506)375-9000

on the road

field trip

dates of travelling faculty

music group and SEM tours, May 2-13

ROBERT BOOKER
March 5, 12, 19, 26
    Chapel of the Living Water
    Tracy, NB
    Extension Classes
March 7, 14, 21, 28
    People’s Church
    Somerville, NB
    Prayer Meeting

JOHN HOAG
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
    Dumfries Community Bible Study
    Dumfries, NB
March 5, 12, 19, 26
    Chapel of Living Water
    Tracy, NB
    Extension Classes
March 31
    West Sidney Baptist Church
    Sidney, ME
    Extension Classes

JACK CARON
March 25
    Cumberland Bay Baptist Church
    Cumberland Bay, NB
    Sunday Morning Service

DAVID DOHERTY
March 25
    Open Bible Campus Church
    Victoria Corner, NB
    Worship Service

MATTHEW LITTLE
March 31
    West Sidney Baptist Church
    West Sidney, ME
    Extension Classes

KEITH MCMAHON
March 12-16
    HEB Camp
    Leaky, TX

Three NBBI ministry groups will be travelling this May representing our school 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. If you would like to have one of these groups in your 
church, please give us a call. We are now drawing up our itineraries.

Craig Blackwell
James Goode
Emily Freeland
Martha Grant

Charissa Whittington, DJ Ault, Dustin Davidson, Natalie Paterson

Summer Sawatsky, Christina Johnston
Joe Thibault, Andrew Paterson
Ryan Farrell, Michael Mathieu

Surrendered


