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//A Bitter Pill is Hard to Swal-
low// Sigmund Freud was an Austrian 
neurologist who founded the discipline 
of psychoanalysis. His many other Freud-
ian theories have garnished much atten-
tion and spurred on much debate. His 
insights have been scrutinized, analyzed 
and often times rejected. What about 
the man? Freud died at the age of eighty-
three a lonely, bitter, disil-
lusioned soul. He wrote in 
1918, “I have found little 
that is good about human 
beings on the whole. In my 
experience most of them 
are trash...” The thoughts 
that Freud put to pen have been unfor-
tunately tucked away and harboured by 
many. 

Hebrews 12:15 says, “Looking dili-
gently lest any man fail of the grace of 
God; lest any root of bitterness spring-
ing up trouble you, and thereby many be 
defiled.” 

Bitterness is like the weed that, when 
tending the garden, won’t be uprooted 
without a fight. Often offenders have no 
idea the deep hurt they have caused and 
so wounded believers suffer the pain 
of the hurt alone. Over time, they re-
hearse the trauma like a movie playing 
again and again in their minds and soon 

the bitter spirit that has been building 
is becoming much easier to justify. We 
become comfortable with our hurt and 
numb to its devastating affects.

If we allow “bitterness” to spring up 
in our lives then we are looking for 
“trouble”. It will spell trouble for us and 
trouble for others; it will trouble our 
families, it will trouble our marriages, it 

will trouble our churches, 
it will trouble our health, 
it will trouble our joy, it 
will trouble our friend-
ships, it will trouble our 
ministries, and it will trou-
ble our relationships with 

Jesus Christ. The devastating reaches 
of a bitter heart are often grossly un-
derestimated. One angry saint that is 
harbouring the pain and anger of unre-
solved problems can do more damage 
to himself and others then he will ever 
really know. What did the apostle Paul 
do when the opportunity to harbour 
bitterness presented itself? He said, “Al-
exander the coppersmith did me much 
evil: the Lord reward him according to 
his works...At my first answer no man 
stood with me, but all men forsook me: I 
pray God that it may not be laid to their 
charge”, II Timothy 4:14,16. There is no 
hurt so deep in your life right now nor 
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//The Real Tolerance// In 
his 1998 book, “The New Tolerance,” 
Josh McDowell gives the definitions of 
“traditional tolerance” and “the new 
tolerance.” He defines the new toler-
ance by quoting Fernando Savater who 
wrote, “Tolerance...is that all opinions 
are equal...and all should be respected 
or praised.” I agree that this cancer of 
unbelief was permeating society and is 
even more so now, fourteen years later.

But what is real tolerance and biblical 
tolerance, and how does it fit Christi-
anity today. Is there room for it in our 
doctrinal and practical standards? The 
Oxford Dictionary defines tolerance 
as “the ability to accept things one dis-
likes or disagrees with.”

The Christian tolerance that I think 
needs re-defining is the tolerance 
needed between brothers and sisters 
in Christ that allows us to disagree 
on matters that are not critical to our 
faith without dividing us in regard to 

fellowship. For example, if I think the 
new vinyl siding on the parsonage 
should be white and another thinks it 
should be gray - does it matter? Should 
I be disgruntled or upset? Never! Yet, 
sometimes we let insignificant things 
divide us. Paul says in I Corinthians 
13:5-7, “Charity...seeketh not her 
own,...beareth all things,...endureth all 
things.” This simply means that true 
godly love toward others is not self-
ish, always finds a way to forgive, and is 
strong and durable.

Paul strengthens his proposition 
about how we are to get along in our 
relationships in Philippians 2:3, “Let 

//Men For God Report// “The 
long haul is still in front of us and God’s 
intent is that we finish well!” Gary 
Stairs, 2012 Men for God Conference.

This was the challenge that was given 
to the nearly three hundred and fifty 
men who gathered at the recent Men 
for God Conference, which was held 
on January 27-28, 2012 here on the 
campus of New Brunswick Bible Insti-
tute.

The conference this year was built 

upon the theme of “Long-haul 
Men” and featured testimonies from 
a few of those who have spent time in 
the transportation industry. The con-
ference also included Bible sessions 
from our keynote speaker, Gary Stairs 
from Word of Life Canada. It was dur-
ing these times that the men were ex-
horted to be in the Christian life for 
the long haul. Together, we shared a lot 
of laughs and even a few tears as the 
Lord really moved in hearts.

Throughout the weekend the High 
Meadow Quartet from Perham, Maine, 
along with our own NBBI student 
praise team, led the way with inspi-
rational music. One guest remarked, 
“There is nothing like hearing hundreds 
of men singing in unison to God.”

Through the use of internet technol-

ogy, we were also able to webcast the 
main sessions for those who could not 
join us on campus. One pastor wrote:

“Thank you for streaming this event! 
It was much appreciated.”

Another man shared:

“Thanks again for the services of the 
men’s conference on the computer. It 
is good for those of us who are limited 
by age in our travel.”

At the close of our last session an in-
vitation was given and many men came 
forward to publicly declare that they 
wanted to be “long-haul men” who 
are willing to live for Christ. It is our 
prayer that these same bold men will 
go back and reach others in their fami-
lies, churches and communities.

If you attended the Men for God 
Conference, we would love to hear 
from you. You can fill out an online 
survey by visiting: http://nbbi.ca/mfg-
survey

See you next year, Lord willing!

pain that you feel that is so great that 
God’s grace cannot reach down and 
bring healing and cause you to reach 
out and extend forgiveness.

WHAT IS ONE YEAR OUT 
OF YOUR LIFE FOR GOD?
Consider studying at New Brunswick Bible Institute and see where God 
might lead you. To apply today, visit www.nbbi.ca/admissions/applications
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Dr. Ron Blue
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April 26-29
2012 Graduation exercises on April 29

family file
keep up on our grads

Homegoing
Doris (Leaman) Dunfield, graduate of 

1951, was promoted to glory on Janu-
ary 26, 2012.

Alumnews
by Bob Booker,  Alumni Committee

Dorothea (Robertson ’69) Latour 
writes to us from Luskville, Quebec, 
“Thank you for stirring up precious 
NBBI memories.” Dorothea and her 
husband, Elwyn, keep busy with an 
outreach to needy folks, a Bible study 
and care groups along with a seniors’ 
ministry. Dorothea asks for continued 
prayer.

nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves.” 
Very likely, if this command was prac-
ticed, our tolerance for each other as 
Christians, in Christian matters, would 
be high. Of course, Paul goes on to 
show us the perfect example of humil-
ity and grace - Christ Jesus. The Cre-
ator of the universe took on Himself 
the form of a servant and then gave 
His life and shed His blood because He 
loved us so much. How can we do any 
less than love one another and exhibit 
biblical tolerance, “real tolerance.”

//Nicaragua Missions Trip//
Following our spring graduation, a 
group of NBBI students is planning on 
joining up with a church from Ontario 
to go on a missions trip to the country 
of Nicaragua. Together, the team will be 
involved in evangelism and church min-
istry as they come along side national 
believers to assist them in their minis-
tries. Please be in prayer as the plans 
and details are worked out and mon-
ies are raised to cover the costs of the 
trip.  April 30-May 9, 2012

//June 17-23 & 24-30// Our 2012 goal for Vacation with 
a Vision is to raise $25,000. There are some renovations to a 
building which need to be done and a couple of roofing proj-

ects. Campus beautification, painting, grounds upkeep and main-
tenance of our property will also be on the agenda. For more 
information about Vacation with a Vision please see our bro-

chure or visit our website, www.nbbi.ca/vacation

VACATION WITH A VISION

Emily Luddeke
Tim Williamson
Devin Groff
Jessica Smith
Amanda Aulenback
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This bulletin can be viewed on our website at www.nbbi.ca!
If you would like to be notified by email when our bulletin is posted online 
or if you no longer wish to receive this bulletin please email nbbi@nbbi.ca 

or call (506)375-9000

on the road

field trip

dates of travelling faculty

to Austria

JOHN HOAG
April 1

West Sidney Baptist Church
West Sidney, ME
Sunday Morning Service

April 2, 9, 16, 23
Springfield Community Church
Springfield, ME
Extension Classes

April 4, 11, 18, 25
East Hodgdon Bible Church
East Hodgdon, ME
Extension Classes

April 5, 12
Dumfries Community Bible Study
Dumfries, NB

April 8
Onward Gospel Church
Verdun, Quebec
Easter Service

ROBERT BOOKER
April 1

Open Bible Campus Church
Victoria Corner, NB
Sunday Morning Service

JACK CARON
April 1

Hermon Baptist Church 
Hermon ME
Morning Service with Surrendered

 
MATTHEW LITTLE
April 2, 9, 16, 23

Springfield Community Church
Springfield, ME
Extension Classes

April 21-22
White Head Baptist Church
White Head Island, NB
Saturday night and Sunday Services

DAVID DOHERTY
April 4, 11, 18, 25

East Hodgdon Bible Church
East Hodgdon, ME
Extension Classes

Leanne (Baker ’83) Carter recently 
sent this letter from Austria. I thought 
our readers might enjoy it. Please con-
tinue to pray for Leanne and her sons, 
David and Jonathan.

“Thank you for your many prayers for 

us. We are blessed by them. It was good 
for us to ski together on the anniver-
sary of Warren’s accident, to celebrate 
his life. The ‘mountain’ took excellent 
care of us. We were given lift tickets 
and lunch on the mountain by the com-
pany that runs the lifts. The fine people 
at our ski school, that the boys attend-
ed for the last 6 years, welcomed us 
with open arms. Their chins almost hit 
the floor when we walked through the 
door to rent skis (which they wouldn’t 
let us pay for). Last year, when I said 
good bye, I told them we would not be 
coming back. Hmmm, I am glad God 
changed my mind. At lunch, David’s ski 

teacher from last year spotted us and 
was very pleased to see us and find out 
how we were doing. We skied to the 
site of Warren’s accident and I was yet 
again amazed at how flat the slope was 
where the accident occurred. It was a 
very emotional moment for me.

Thank you to those who sent notes 
to share with my boys on the anniver-
sary of Warren’s death, Feb. 14th. This 
was a very important day for me as a 
mother. I wanted my boys to receive 
their father’s teaching and catch a 
glimpse of heaven.

In December, I had to write a report 
on my plans and goals for the next two 
years (special thanks to my editor, Nik-
ki, who helped me turn my diagrams, 
pictures, schedule and ideas into a con-
cise report).  One point that was very 
clear for me is that discipleship and 
mentoring (I like to call it ‘Adventur-
ing’) of women in leadership and wom-
en who are wives of leaders should be 
a main focus. Just two weeks ago a new 
Bible study group of young women 
started meeting in my home. Three of 
them I have known since they were 
children, and now they are married and 
have children of their own! Yes, I have 
been around awhile. It is a privilege to 
have this precious time with them.

We are blessed to have you in our 
lives!

Love, Leanne, Jonathan and David.”


