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// bless me // Jacob and Esau had the 
same father, Isaac, and they both heard 
a word that was frequently used in the 
family dialogue. That word was “bless.” 
When God sums up the life of Abraham 
in Genesis 24:1, He says, “ ... the Lord had 
blessed Abraham in all things.” Like their 
grandfather, their father, Isaac is spoken 
of as a man blessed by God, Genesis 
25:11. Jacob and Esau grew up in a home 
where the blessing of God brought fruit-
fulness in their physical labours, Gen-
esis 26:3,12,24. 
It also brought 
peace to Isaac’s 
relationship with 
a pagan prince, 
whose subjects 
recognized that 
Isaac was blessed 
of God, Genesis 
26:28-29.

What Abraham and Isaac, by faith, 
claimed and lived, the grandsons, Jacob 
and Esau, fought over. With arrogance 
and pride Esau desired to be blessed, 
Genesis 27:30-41, but hated Jacob be-
cause he received Isaac’s blessing, Gen-
esis 27:40. Jacob, on the other hand, pas-
sionately desired a relationship with the 
God who blesses. “And he said I will not 
let thee go except thou bless me.” Gen-
esis 28:26
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This bulletin can be viewed on our website at www.nbbi.ca!
If you would like to be notified by email when our bulletin is posted online 
or if you no longer wish to receive this bulletin please email nbbi@nbbi.ca 

or call (506)375-9000

on the road
staff itineraries
MATTHEW LITTLE
 October 1
  Hudson Baptist Church
  Hudson, ME
  Extension Classes
 October 9-12
  Word of Life Bible Institute
  Owen Sound, ON
  Teaching
 October 21
  Faith Bible Church
  Olamon, ME
  Missions Conference

JOHN HOAG
 October 1
  Hudson Baptist Church
  Hudson, ME
  Extension Classes
 October 4,11,18,25
  Dumfries Community Bible Study
  Dumfries, NB
 October 22,29
  Milltown Baptist Church
  Milltown, NB
  Extension Classes

JACK CARON
 October 3,30
  People’s Church
  Somerville, NB
  Prayer Meeting
 October 14
  Open Bible Campus Church
  Victoria Corner, NB
  Morning Service
 October 22,29
  Milltown Baptist Church
  Milltown, NB
  Extension Classes

DAVID DOHERTY
 October 4,11,18,26
  Open Bible Campus Church
  Victoria Corner, NB
  Prayer Meeting

men for God 
rally 
january 25-26, 2013

 October 21
  Open Bible Campus Church
  Victoria Corner, NB
  Worship Service

enduring mercy
ladies’ retreat, oct 19-20

Psalm 66:20 says, “Blessed be God, 
who hath not turned away my prayer 
or His mercy from me.” What encour-
agement and strength can be gathered 
from trusting God’s Word! Come join 
us as we explore God’s Enduring Mer-

cy during our 
annual ladies’ 
retreat. We 
are thrilled 
to have Judy 
Gower from 
Center Barn-
stead, New 
Hampsh i re 
coming to 
share what 

God is teaching her about His enduring 
mercy. Also joining us is Rachel Sparkes 
from Geary, 
New Bruns-
wick who will 
be ministering 
to our hearts 
through song 
along with her 
worship team. 
Please plan on 
joining us on 
October 19-
20! 

college for a 
day

We live in a society that puts a high 
premium on being properly trained. 
Whether it be a plumber, carpenter, 
mechanic, teacher, fire fighter, etc., 
there is a proper skill set that is 
necessary to carry out those jobs. At 
every level of society, proper training 
is expected and usually required.

NBBI exists to train people. We are 
not training people for living, we are 
training people for life. Our objective 
is to give people a proper foundation 
for life that will help them no matter 
what God calls them to do.

Whether you have just graduated 
from high school or you have been in 
the work force for 20 years, we would 
love for you to consider Bible school. 
Thursday, November 15 - Saturday, 
November 17, we will be holding our 
annual College for a Day weekend. 
Come to our campus, sit in on our 
classes, meet our students and be 
open to God’s direction for your life. 
Mark this date on your calendar and 
join us for a time which could change 
the direction of your life forever.

Our Christian world consists of many 
who want God to bless our effort, vo-
cations, church fellowships, dreams for 
life and service for God. Too often we 
are like Esau and want the blessing on 
our own terms, in our own time and 
really care nothing for a relationship 
with God that brings submission to His 
Word. Ravi Zacharias quotes C. S. Lewis 
who, speaking of his own conversion, 
said, “I thought I had come to a place, 
I found out I had come to a Person.” 

The apostle Paul 
writes, “Blessed be 
the God and father 
of our Lord Jesus 
Christ who has 
blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in 
Christ Jesus”.

May we, like Ja-
cob, believe the 

promises of God and practise the pres-
ence of God in our lives. This is the only 
way to live our lives and finally face 
death. Experiencing a failing body, Jacob 
is seen at death leaning on his staff, leav-
ing a blessing for his grandchildren and 
worshipping his God who had blessed 
his life, Hebrews 11:21.

“Contentment is not determined 
by what a person has but by what his 
or her relationship is to Jesus Christ.”   
Harold J. Berry



president’s
challenge
with Matthew Little

// Retreat, We Dare Not - 
Advance, We Must! //  The title 
of this article were words spoken by 
Mr. Ken Robins in 1948, four years af-
ter NBBI was 
founded. As I 
was thinking 
about the pros-
pects of this 
coming school 
year I was read-
ing a timely 
challenge by Mr. 
Robins writ-
ten in what was 
then known as 
“The Challenger”. Let me share some 
of that challenge with you which is as 
relevant today as it was 64 years earlier 
when it was first written.

Older people have said to me, ‘How 
we wish we had the opportunities of 
Bible School training that young people 
have today.’

    We are living in days of great privi-
leges along these lines - but we are 
also living in days when too many are 
indifferent to their privileges. One is 
amazed to see the appalling ignorance 
of biblical truths among young people 
today - even Christian young people. 
Many are pathetically ignorant of even 
rudimentary truths of the Word of 
God.

    But let’s get down to some 
of the facts. Just why are these 
young people here with us? What is the 
purpose of their Bible School training, 
anyway? Is it just that they may gain an 
advanced knowledge of the Bible?    

Certainly not! The Bible is the 
emphasis of our course, and we feel 
that, upon successful completion of 
the course, they will be grounded in its 
truths. But is it just a sound orthodoxy 
we are seeking to establish? Too many 
today are sound - sound asleep! The 
devil has cocained and chloroformed 
the minds of many who themselves are 

orthodox, and 
yet they have 
sunk into al-
most a coma.

    The point 
is this: We are 
seeking to give 
Bible training in 
such a way that 
these Christian 
young people 

who come to us, will be brought face 
to face with the living, loving Christ, 
and will be constrained to say, “Did 
not our hearts burn within us while 
He talked with us?” Heartburn for 
Christ! That’s it! Our desire is to so 
fill their vision with Calvary that they 
will be compelled to say, “The love of 
Christ constraineth us.”; to so empha-
size the great commission to “go into 
all the world and preach the Gospel” 
that their reply from a willing heart will 
be, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?”

    We stand at a crucial point in the 
history of our Institute. We realize we 
MUST have a host of friends standing 
behind us by prayer and gifts. Can we 
count on you? Retreat, We Dare Not - 
Advance, We Must!

    Sixty-four years later this chal-
lenge still encapsulates the heartbeat 
of our school. Decades have come 
and gone and today we say “Amen” to 
these words and Advance, We will!

family file 
keep up on our grads
BIRTHS

July 11, 2012 - to Michael (ABM ’12) 
and Laura (Duchene ABM ’08) McK-
earney, a son, Carson Michael.

August 6, 2012 - to Jeremy and Hei-
di (Ward ABM ’99) Mullin, a daughter, 
Madelyn Katherine.

ALUMNEWS
by Bob Booker, Alumni Committee

Linwood & Doris Smith
In late August, Linwood (grad of ’55) 

and Doris (Carson, attended ’52-’54) 
Smith celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary. They have been very ac-
tive all these years in the East Hodg-
don Bible Church and Linwood served 
for many years on the NBBI Board of 
Directors. Linwood is retired from his 
construction business in the Houlton-
Hodgdon, Maine area.

Grant & Elizabeth Fawcett
Grant (’98) and Elizabeth (De-

nuke, Assoc. ’98) Fawcett write, “We 
work with Northern Canada Evan-
gelical Mission, our role...managers 
of Arrowhead Native Bible Centre 
in Cumberland Bay, NB. NCEM’s 
mandate is to fulfil the Great Com-
mission of Jesus Christ among and 
in partnership with the aboriginal 
peoples of Canada. For those inter-
ested in keeping up to date ... with 
NCEM at Arrowhead ... www.Just-
MindTheGap.com”.

During the summer of 2011, I was 
privileged to be able to spend eight 
weeks in Bermuda as part of the NBBI 
summer ministry team. Yet, at gradua-
tion time this past April, I was still not 
sure what I was going to do this sum-
mer. I wanted to make sure that what 

field Trip
summer ministry

I would do was what God wanted for 
me, not my own plans. And at just the 
right time, I was given the opportunity 
to serve the Lord at Hampton Bible 
Camp as the administrative assistant. 

My job included answering phones, 
paying bills, managing the tuck shop, 

ordering food and registering camp-
ers. I had never done anything like that 
before so it was a big challenge for 
me. I learned a lot of things fast and 
faced many obstacles along the way. I 
learned what my weaknesses are and 
also in what ministry areas God has 
gifted me. When I am finished at NBBI, 
I would love to continue serving God 
through administrative work. 

My summer at Hampton Bible 
Camp has been an amazing experi-
ence. The camper’s days were packed 
with canoeing, archery, horseback 
riding, swimming and games. Many did 
not want to go home at the end of 
the week. We were able to present 
the Gospel to nearly 200 campers, 
several of whom trusted Christ as 
their Saviour. I am very thankful for 
the staff at Hampton Bible Camp and 
for their desire to see children grow 
in the Lord.  I never thought that this 
is where God would put me this sum-
mer, but I am extremely thankful for 
the opportunity I have been given. 

~ Alisha Ardern, senior student

attention alumni
We would like to include you in our Open Bible Bulletin. Please send us an update on you and your ministry 

(whether full-time or not) along with a few photos. I am sure your classmates would be thrilled to read about what is 
happening in your life.

Email your information to
larry.rushton@nbbi.ca


