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//Retiring or Retreading?// 
My wife, Avis, and I are at the age of 
retirement in a life that has been filled 
with God’s blessing and presence. 
We both have a godly heritage, both 
graduated from NBBI in 1968, married 
and entered the pastorate - church 
planting in Maine. After 14 years and 
the birth of three sons there, God 
placed us on the 
staff at NBBI. How 
thankful we are 
for His goodness 
and grace! Then 
came the time for 
a decision - retire 
or not; I guess I 
prefer the term 
“retreading.”

I am constantly amazed at the apostle 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians and to his 
many references to what we would call 
“keeping on going on.” After his initial 
stating of his confidence in God to carry 
through in our lives what He has started 
at salvation (Philippians 1:6), Several 
times Paul expresses his own personal 
desire to know Christ more intimately 
and to finish well.

First of all, in Philippians 1:20-21 he 
says, “...Christ shall be magnified in my 
body, whether it be by life or by death. 
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This bulletin can be viewed on our website at www.nbbi.ca
If you would like to be notified by email when our bulletin is posted online 

or if you no longer wish to receive this bulletin
please email nbbi@nbbi.ca or call (506)375-9000

on the road
staff itineraries
JOHN HOAG
 February 9-10
  Lincoln Center Baptist Church
  Lincoln Center, ME
 February 6, 13, 20, 27
  Jacksontown Baptist Church
  Jacksontown, NB
  Extension Classes
 February 7,14,21,28
  Dumfries Community Bible Study
  Dumfries, NB

DAVID DOHERTY
 February 3
  Open Bible Campus Church
  Victoria Corner, NB
  Worship Service
 February 7, 28
  Open Bible Campus Church
  Victoria Corner, NB
  Prayer Meeting

family file
keep up on our grads 
maRRIagES

Kendra Kay (Assoc.’10) to Bronson 
Ellis (’11) on November 24, 2012.

BIRThS
November 6, 2012 - to Terry (ABM 

’02) and Jennifer (Cameron, Assoc. 
’01)Sante, a daughter, Cameron Myla 
Scarlett.

November 9, 2012 - to Shayne (’00) 
and Melissa Brewer, a daughter, Ailsa 
Lorilee Elizabeth.

aLUmNEWS
Steve Spacek graduated from NBBI 

in 1967 and later studied at Lan-
caster Bible College and Westminster 
Theological Seminary. In 2000, Steve 
completed Phase Two of the Christian 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.” This is from the pen of a person 
determined to do well and to finish well.

Paul records in 3:8, “...that I may win 
Christ, and be found in Him,... .” Here 
he is, within five years of the end of his 
life, a prolific author, teacher, missionary, 
and servant and his greatest desire 
still is to know Christ more intimately. 

In fact those 
very words 
are found in 
P h i l i p p i a n s 
3:10; “That 
I may know 
Him,... .”

We have 
decided that 
the best term 

for our retirement is - “a slight change 
in direction.” We will set aside the Lazy 
Boy recliner for now and continue to 
travel and serve in any way we can as 
long as our Lord gives us the strength. I 
would prefer to be able to concur with 
Paul’s statements in his last letter as he 
challenges Timothy. “Preach the word; 
be instant in season, out of season; ... .”

We want to publicly thank the Lord 
for His grace and guidance and to thank 
the staff at NBBI for their continued 
friendship and care.
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teen retreats encounter 2013
february 15-17 & february 22-24

// Excitement! // People look 
for it; many lack it; teens thrive on 
it; Encounter 2013 provides it. New 
friends, great games, relevant challenges 
from God’s Word; that’s what you will 
find at NBBI Teen Retreats. 

Our guest speaker is evangelist 
Freddie Coile with Focus Evangelistic 
Ministries, Inc. based in Danielsville, GA. 

Mr. Coile is passionate about 
declaring the truth of the Bible with 
clarity and simplicity!

The target of his ministry is to 
clearly communicate the gospel of 
grace to unbelievers and solid Bible 
teaching to believers in order to 
nurture them to grow and walk in 
fellowship with Jesus Christ.

His ministry of speaking and writing is warmly received and embraced by 
audiences all over – and God is changing lives! Join us for a weekend of fresh 
encounters.  Visit our website call us at (506)375-9000.
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Conciliation Practicum with Peace-
maker Ministries.

The Lord brought Beverly into 
Steve’s life and they were married in 
1968. They raised two children (Mi-
chael and Laurie) and served the Lord 
together for 40 years. The Lord called 
Bev home on April 5, 2008. Steve is 

now married 
to Martha who 
served as a 
missionary for 
twenty years.

As a result 
of Steve’s 
church planting 
experience, he 
founded and 
became the Ex-
ecutive Direc-

tor of Help Ministries, Inc. in 1991. For 
more information on Steve and his 
ministry, visit his website www.hm.org.

$
Have you 

considered NBBI 
in your long-term 

financial goals? Talk 
to your financial 

planner or contact 
our business office 

to find out ways you 
can support New 
Brunswick Bible 

Institute now and in 
the future.

wills ~ annuities ~
online donations ~ 
monthly support

danny.robins@nbbi.ca
1.800.771.NBBI (6224)



ladies’ retreat report
by Beth mcmahon

//“I received such a fresh 
touch from the Lord...”// This 
was just one of many comments that 
was the result of 244 ladies who 
gathered together on our campus for 
our annual Ladies’ Retreat.

The Lord used our guest speaker, 
Judy Gower, as a precious reminder of 
His mercies (Lamentations 3:22-23).  
Through her real and down to earth 
way of communicating, she invited us 
to laugh, cry, hurt and rejoice with her 
in our Lord’s goodness to her as she 
shared her life’s story with us.

Our hearts continued to be 

president’s
challenge
with matthew Little

//Truth on Trial// Dr. Howard 
Hendricks tells the story of a teacher 
named Mrs. Fisher who was recover-
ing from surgery. Her fourth grade 

campus news
2012-13 music groups
by Stephen Wagstaff,
director of music/dean of men

// “By Him therefore let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to 
God continually, that is, the 
fruit of our lips giving thanks 
to His name” [Heb.13:15] //

As seen throughout the Old 
Testament Scriptures, sacrifices 
were extremely important under 
the old covenant. Under the new 
covenant, according to the book of 
Hebrews, God desires the praise and 
thanksgiving of His people rather 
than offerings of animals or grain. 
One avenue of offering praise and 
thanksgiving to our Lord and Saviour 
is through the gift of music. NBBI 
has long recognized this wonderful 

class sent her a card which read, 
“Dear Mrs. Fisher, your fourth grade 
class wishes you a speedy recovery 
by a vote of 15-14.” The most truthful 
people in society are often children. 
They can fabricate their fair share of 
falsehoods but they are often pains-
takingly truthful.

What has happened to our soci-
ety? Never before has civilization 
embarked on such a rugged, aggres-
sive campaign to destroy the clearly 
marked boundaries of truth. Since 
Pilate made that infamous state-
ment, “What is truth?” (John 18:38), 
our world has plunged deeper into 
the murky waters of scepticism and 
relativism. We have prided ourselves 
on allowing the intellectually elite to 
spoon feed us their ridiculous reason-
ings. They boldly assert that truth can-
not be objective and yet in their very 
arguments they set themselves up as 
the source of authority.

privilege of song, and sought to 
incorporate it, not only into the lives 
of our students on campus, but also 
to many abroad, through the ministry 
of our outreach teams. It has been my 
privilege this year to work with our 
two newest music groups, “Legacy,” 

touched and challenged through the 
testimony shared by Rachel Sparkes 
who encouraged us to remove the 
masks that we often wear and let the 
Lord and His people come alongside 
to help us heal and grow.  Natalie 
Holmes, an ABM student here on 
campus this year, shared how the 
Lord is using her studies and her time 
discipling our young ladies to increase 
her own learning and strengthen her 
walk with the Lord.

The “Geary Girls” helped prepare 
our hearts through their wonderful 
selection of music sung with beautiful 
harmony.

A special thank you needs to go to 
our male staff and students as they 

To the carnal mind, truth is either 
totally subjective or it is the result of 
the best thinking in philosophy, science 
and art. Yet the believer finds truth in 
God’s Word (John 17:17). Truth cannot 
be found apart from the Bible.

Peter, speaking to scattered Chris-
tians, said, “Wherefore, I will not be 
negligent to put you always in re-
membrance of these things, though ye 
know them, and be established in the 
present truth.” (2 Peter 1:12)

We do not need the re-invention 
of truth - we need the reinforcement 
of truth. No matter what thoughts or 
reasonings are floating around, take 
your Bible and say to the Lord, “I be-
lieve that everything within the pages 
of this Book is truth and nothing else.”

Thank the Lord that God’s Word 
has, “...given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness...”. (2 
Peter 1:3)

and, “Not Home Yet,” as they seek 
to exalt Christ through worship in 
song. Both “Legacy” and “Not Home 
Yet” are comprised of male and  
female vocalists, and provide a rich 
blend of harmony though traditional 
hymns, as well as newer praise and 
worship choruses. NBBI’s music 
groups are available to travel to 
bookings throughout the school year. 
Should you be interested in having 
one of our groups minister in your 
area, please feel free to contact us at 
your convenience.

what’s up?
spring Bible 
conference
may 2-5, 2013

The Spring Bible Conference will    
feature key note speaker

Chris Gnanakan.

The special music will be provided by 
soloist David Gopee.

served so wonderfully in so many ways 
throughout the retreat!  From taking 
our guests luggage to the dorms to 
serving during breakfast, lunch and 
snacks and cheerfully taking over our 
female students’ responsibilities so 
that our gals could relax and enjoy 
the retreat, each gentleman was a 
huge blessing!

We would love to invite you all to 
join us on October 18-19, 2013 for 
our next Ladies’ Retreat!  Jennifer 
Sands, who became a widow on 9/11, 
will be sharing how she found hope 
again in her Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
You won’t want to miss it, so, plan 
on joining us for Freedom Through 
Forgiveness ~ Ladies’ Retreat 2013!

team texas 2013
by Keith mcmahon

During our spring break this March, 
there will be another team travelling 
from NBBI to southern Texas. Our 
team of 19 will once again be working 
with Grace Community Church in 
Pharr, Texas (on the Mexican border) 
as they organize and conduct a week 
of Spring camp. This camp, held at the 

H.E. Burtt Foundation in Leakey, Texas 
(about 300 miles north of Pharr) is a 
true labour of love as this little church 
and its team of volunteers ministers 
to upwards of three hundred children 
and teens. The staff and students 
of NBBI have partnered with this 
church for a number of years and our 
team this year is excited about this 
opportunity to serve our Lord. The 
team will be departing from NBBI on 
March 7 and returning on March 18.

Legacy: Charissa Whittington, Naomi Meed, 
Laura Brunt, Richard Loignon

Not Home Yet: Caleb Kelly, Martha Grant, 
Dorothy Fellows, Tim Leubner

Back Row L-R:  Bronson Ellis, Mark Rupnow, Ashley Coughlan, Laura Brunt, Jennika Ducey, Dorothy  
    Fellows, Olive Forgarty, Breanne Long, Alexandra Rupnow, Beth McMahon, Keith McMahon, Kurtis Kent
Front Row L-R:  Caleb Wentzell, Joe Thibault, Richard Loignon, Brett Rupnow, Dawson Kent, Adam Clark
Missing from photo: Graham Brunt


