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bULLetIN
OpeN bIbLe

NeW brUNsWICK bIbLe INstItUte

// in focus // What to write for 
this “Focus” article? Why not write on 
“focus?” We think of focus when we 
consider a distant object or the ability 
to concentrate on one thing until it is 
accomplished. My dictionary’s definition 
states: “the center of interest or activity.” 
Let’s consider three areas that should 
be “out of focus” and 
three areas that are 
profitable on which to 
focus.

First, according to 
the Word of God, the 
world should be 
out of focus. In 1 
John 2:15, it says, “Love 
not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world.” The apostle Paul tells us in 
Galatians that Jesus came to deliver us 
from the world. The “world” here refers 
to the “world system” or those things 
that control or characterize our society. 
When we consider what our world offers 
for living and enjoyment, we find it comes 
up far short of eternal and spiritual value.

Second, John says, “Love not... the 
things that are in the world.” We can be 
so enamoured by the material things the 
world offers that we are out of focus with 
Christ. We are privileged today to be able 
to buy almost anything. When we charge 
something, it doesn’t cost any cash and 
we have months to pay! The Bible states 
that envy has always been against His 
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law (Exodus 20:17). The things we have 
sometimes control us.

The third “out of focus” 
mindset is pride. This is the 
condition that plagues most of us. It 
was Satan’s primary downfall and he is 
delighted when it causes us to fall. Adam 
and Eve lost their focus when they 

discovered (the lie) 
that to disobey God 
would open their 
eyes and make them 
wise “gods”. That 
disobedience caused 
us all to be sinners. 
Pride destroys my 
thinking and blinds me 

to the love and humility Christ showed 
me. It causes us to turn our backs on 
Him and on people around us who need 
love and attention. It causes us to focus 
on ourselves.

On a more positive note, those 
who have not responded to the love 
of God need to focus on Christ’s 
salvation. The payment for sin is 
eternal separation from God and heaven, 
but Christ died to pay that penalty and 
eternal life is freely given to all who will 
accept His substitutionary payment on 
our behalf.

Second, those who are Christians, 
need to focus on living; living true to 
the kind of life the Bible commands. We 
belong to Christ and we must answer to 
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on the road
staff itineraries
MATTHEW LITTLE
 September 9, 16, 23, 30
  Hudson Baptist Church
  Hudson, ME
  Extension Classes

DAVID DOHERTY
 September 12, 19, 26
  Open Bible Campus Church
  Victoria Corner, NB
  Prayer Meetings

be there
kids’ quest 2013
september 27 & 28

In the “Speaker’s Quote Book”, the 
story is told of a teacher of ten and 
eleven year old boys in Germany who 
would take off his top hat and bow 
before the boys in deference to them. 
“Why do you do that?”, someone asked 
him. He answered, “who knows what 
one of these boys may become?” One 
of those boys was the great reformer 
Martin Luther. At NBBI, we believe 

September 19-20 ...................Ron Grossman 
Israel’s Hope

September 24 ..............................Albert Dean 
CSSM Atlantic

September 25-26 ....................... Nick Poisson
Word of Life Quebec

chapel speakersfamily file
keep up on our grads

marriage
Emily Tice (attended 2012) to Kevin 

McKeen (ABM ’13) on June 1, 2013.

birth
June 4, 2013 - to David (ABM ’06) 

and Laury (Grimard, Assoc. ’02) Haines, 
a son, William Lewis.

Homegoing
Marilyn (Whitney) Bell, NBBI 

graduate of 1958, went home to be 
with her Lord on May 28, 2013.

children are immensely important to 
God. Many of our current students 
have been former retreaters on our 
campus.

We are convinced that Kids’ Quest, 
our children’s retreat, will provide a 
great opportunity for your children 
to hear God’s Word and spend quality 
time with our students who will role 
model the Christian life for them. 
They will also have a blast with other 
kids their ages. Plan on joining us on 
September 27-28 and bring your kids, 
Grades 2-6, for a weekend they won’t 
soon forget. For more information call 

college for a day
by matthew Little

Where is your life taking you? 
Where does God fit into the picture? 
Many people are asked the question, 
“What do you want to do with your 
life?” 1 Corinthians 6:19b & 20 says “...
and ye are not your own? For ye 
are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s.” (empha-
sis mine) The truth is, God doesn’t 
care what you want to do with your 
life because it is not your life to begin 
with but He does care about what He 
wants to do with your life.

    NBBI is a great place to learn 
God’s Word and thereby learn God’s 
special plan for you. Would you not 
consider giving at least one year of 
your life to come and study at NBBI? 
Join us on November 14-16 for Col-
lege for a Day. You will meet with staff 
and students, sit in on some classes, 
have some fun and be challenged to 
consider Bible institute training. For 
more information call 506-375-9000 
or visit our web site nbbi.ca.

KEITH MCMAHOn
 September 22
  Open Bible Campus Church
  Victoria Corner, NB
  Morning Service
 September 29
  People’s Church
  Somerville, NB
  Morning & Evening Services

JACK CAROn
 September 8
  People’s Church
  Somerville, NB
  Morning & Evening Services

JOHn HOAG
 September 9, 16, 23, 30
  Hudson Baptist Church
  Hudson, ME
  Extension Classes
 September 19, 26
  Dumfries Community Bible Study
  Dumfries, NB
 September 20, 21
  Mattawamkeag Bible Church
  Mattawamkeag, ME
  Extension Classes
 September 29
  Open Bible Campus Church
  Victoria Corner, NB
  Morning Service

506-375-9000 or visit our web site at 
nbbi.ca. Hope to see you here!

Our guest speaker is Andrew Dorey 
with CSSM.



our guest speaker. Pastor Tim is a grad 
of our school and is faithfully serving 
the Lord as senior pastor of Faith Bible 
Baptist Fellowship in Sussex, NB. We 

president’s
challenge
with matthew Little

// God preparing His servants //

What is it that you need to learn? 
What lessons does God need to teach 
you? What obstacles are standing in 
the way of your becoming the man or 
woman of God you ought to be? Many 
of the answers to these questions lie 
in the ability to make proper choices. 
Hebrews 11:25 says that Moses chose 
“rather to suffer affliction with the 

people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season.”

As we read that verse we applaud the 
decision only to find that he followed 
it up by killing an Egyptian taskmaster. 
Moses was learning to make proper 
choices (sometimes) but he was 
lacking two other crucial things. First, 
Moses had the greatest secular training 
you could ever have and he received 
a solid spiritual foundation that had 
been instilled in him by his mother, 
but he lacked a knowledge of the ways 
of God. In fact, we learn in Acts 7:25 
that “he supposed his brethren would 
have understood how that God by 
his hand would deliver them: but they 
understood not.” Moses knew that 
God wanted to deliver His people but 
he was ignorant of how God would 
do it. He had a “zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge.”(Romans 
10:2). Second, the lordship of God had 
not yet been firmly established in the 
mind and heart of Moses. Moses did 
not know how God would carry out 

the task of deliverance so he enacted 
his own plan. His faith was strong, but 
it was in himself and not the Lord. He 
needed to learn the truth of Jesus’ 
words, “If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me.” (Luke 9:23). 
Self was still much too strong in the life 
of Moses. God had to take Moses to 
the back side of the desert and teach 
him for 40 years. The lessons Moses 
learned, alone with God, made him into 
the man he would become.

Theodore Epp said, “This is the 
way God wants to work with us. 
Occasionally He has to allow great 
disappointments and even permit us to 
go backward for a time so we can get 
our eyes fixed on Him to go forward 
as we should. God allows this because 
He wants to train us in a better school. 
You see if it was Moses versus Egypt, 
then poor Moses, but if it was God, in 
Moses, versus Egypt, then poor Egypt.”

Him (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). As part of 
His family, we have relinquished all of our 
“rights” to do as we please.

Finally, we must focus on service. The 
apostle Paul called himself a “servant” or 
one who ministers to others for God 
with no thought of selfish motives. I 
want to be like that!

“Out of focus?” No need to be. 
The Bible gives clear vision for life and 
eternity. 

coming soon!
ladies’ conference
October 18-19, 2013

October will be here before you 
know it, so please set aside Octo-
ber 18-19, 2013 and plan to join us 
here on the beautiful campus of New               
Brunswick Bible Institute for our  
“Freedom of Forgiveness” confer-

what’s up?
wow!

weekend of welcome
by matthew Little

NBBI is excited about our 2013-14 
school year, not only because of the 
amazing privilege we have of training 
students in the Word of God but 
because it marks the beginning of our 
70th year of teaching men and women. 
Over the decades, hundreds of grads 
have come and gone from our campus 
and thousands of hours have been 
spent in the classroom uncovering the 
precious truths of God’s Word. We 
have seen our grads launch out to the 
four corners of the earth and become 
faithful ambassadors for Christ.

Our Weekend of Welcome takes 
place on September 7-8 and our theme 
this year is “God’s Purpose - Our 
Passion”. Pastor Tim MacDonald will be 

campus news
vacation with a vision 2013/
summer maintenance

with David meed
In February, NBBI’s maintenance 

director, Paul Long, was diagnosed 
with Guillain–Barré Syndrome. He is 
recovering, but it has been a long and 
slow process. Paul Long leaves awfully 
big shoes to fill!

Kurtis Kent and I were asked to 
cover in the maintenance department 
while Paul was out. As we started the 
summer, we found out just how much 
he does. With almost 30 acres of lawn, 
we found out that by the time you’ve 
mowed and trimmed the campus it’s 
time to start at the beginning again. 
Add to that stripping and waxing the 
dining hall and ordering supplies for 
Vacation with a Vision and you’ve spent 
the month of May and most of June 
before you realize it.

Our summer vision was to “spruce 
up” the main buildings with a new 
coat of paint. Sounds simple, until you 
actually start. Just one coat of paint on 
the ceiling of the dining hall (3,500 sq 
ft) occupies four people for a full day. 
Cleaning the grease off, priming, and 
painting (two coats) on the ceiling, and 
putting a coat of primer on the walls 
was enough to keep four people busy 
for the entire first week. Then, there 
was enough patching and crack filling 
to keep the fifth man busy. Our thanks 

to Art, Cathy, Dale, Blaine and Raymond 
for their assistance. Some have been 
coming and helping for over 20 years!

For the second week of Vacation with 
a Vision we had three couples, ten teens 
and eight children. Keith McMahon, 
along with some campus kids, headed 
up “Camp NBBI” with the children. The 
teens helped out washing light frames, 
cleaning and sorting in the maintenance 
building, raking and landscaping in our 

trailer court, trimming and mowing 
some of the lawns, and scraping and 
painting steps and basement doors. 
The adults finished painting the walls in 
the dining hall and painted the ceiling 

and walls in the lounge, another 2,500 
square feet. During this same week, 
CEF was on campus with a group of 
37 for CYIA training. Kurtis needed 
lots of help in the kitchen with an 
average meal attendance of around 80 
and some of the ladies assisted along 
with other NBBI staff doing dishes, etc. 
Again, we want to express our thanks 
to James, Amy, Brent, Dierdre, Philip, 
Debbie, Jessica, Nathaniel, John, Amos, 
Hannah, Abi, Mariah, Robin, James and 
Naomi for all their help.

As I write this in July, we still have 
several projects on the “to do” list.  
The library roof needs new shingles, 
the ladies’ dorm rooms need painting 
and we have apartments to prepare for 
part-time staff. Along the way things 
like a lightning strike on campus kept 
us conscious that everything was in 
our Lord’s hands. Although we lost 
thousands of dollars in electronic 
equipment, no one was seriously 
injured. The Lord directs our path and 
we look to Him daily for the strength 
and provision to do what needs to 
be done and we look forward to 
welcoming a new group of students for 
the 2013-14 school year.

are looking forward to him challenging 
us from the Word of God. Please pray 
for our staff and students as we grow 
together this coming year.

ence! Our guest 
speaker, Jennifer 
Sands, who be-
came a widow 
on 9/11, will be 
sharing how she 
found hope again 
in her Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. So 
looking forward 
to seeing you 
here!

Pastor Tim MacDonald
Faith Bible Baptist Fellowship, Sussex, NB
NBBI grad of 1994


